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WELCOME TO
TODAY’S GAME 

Proud sponsors of Derby Trailblazers

Welcome to Bulletin 6

Good Evening and a very warm welcome to the Wig. 

I would like to take this 
opportunity to pay tribute 
to Coach Wiggins. The 
Trailblazers are delighted the 
legacy of the great man, who 
influenced the lives of so 
many Derby people through 
his love for basketball, 
continues in so many ways. 
Our thoughts are with CJ 
and Clarence’s family as we 

pass the fifth anniversary of his untimely death

TRE TREBLE! TRE was awarded player of the week after 
his incredible performance against Leicester Worriers and 
rightly so, it was probably the best individual performance I 
have seen watching Div. 1. Tre turned the week into a treble 
celebration, it was his birthday but the best news of all was 
that he announced his engagement to Rachel, I would like to 
say they do make a lovely couple, here’s wishing them both all 
the very best!

Back to tonight and Div1, it was great to achieve our ‘first 
three in a row’ of the season on Saturday against Liverpool 
and achieve this in such emphatic style was great, I really 
hope we can continue the run.

So please get behind us – you really do make a huge 
difference!

CHARITABLE STATUS ACHIEVED! We have taken 
another big step forward to take the club into charitable 
status; this is one of the biggest things to happen for a 
few years and a massive step to take this fantastic club 
and its members to another level, so watch this space 
for further details

FAB CAMPS: I have great pleasure confirming the first one 
for 2020 will take place here: Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, 
Noel Baker Academy, Bracknell Drive, Alvaston, Derby DE24 
0BR.  On: 17th and 18th February 10.00AM – 1.30PM (Please 
see the inside back cover of this Bulletin for further details) 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our DIV1 
PLAYERS AND ACADEMY STUDENTS who contribute their 
time and considerable skill to make the camps so successful.  

Our generous sponsor R&Rs who had kindly donated their 
Mini Bus for the first half of the season, can no longer offer 
this for 2020, does anyone know of anybody who could assist! 
It has been a great asset for the teams to be able to travel to 
away matches together!

Our new range of merchandise is now available, they 
will make lovely gifts for family and friends, please 
take a look!

I am really looking forward to this evening’s game, so in 
anticipation: THANK YOU – for all of your support this 
Evening we really need to be LOUD AND PROUD – ‘COME ON 
BLAZERS’!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

If you haven’t done so already, please Like Us on Facebook 
and Follow Us on Twitter. The addresses you need are:
www.facebook.com/DerbyTrailblazersClub or
www.twitter.com/derbyblazers

Dave Woodyatt – Chairman



Read stories, fixtures, results, contact information and more at WWW.DERBYTRAILBLAZERS.COM

SUPPORT - FUNDRAISING REQUIRED 
SUPPORT - FUNDRAISING REQUIRED 

Whilst you watch today’s game or game’s we would love you 
to consider how you could help make a difference to our club. 
Would you like to join our growing team of sponsors or would 
you like to advertise your Company within our programme or 
maybe you would like to get involved and volunteer your time. 
Please contact us via email, phone or chat today we would be 
delighted to discuss your thoughts.

As a community club run by a group of dedicated volunteers 
the structure of the club is designed to ensure its long-term 
future and build capacity to increase the opportunities it offers 
in basketball. We believe we are a friendly club that puts the 
interests of its members first. Generally, people who join the 
club want to stay, something of which we are very proud.

Derby Trailblazers was formed in the summer of 2000 running 
teams for boys at cadet (under 16) and junior (under 18) levels 
and senior women in the National Basketball League. Since 
then the club has grown and now provides opportunities for 
girls, boys, women and men to play, coach and officiate in the 
exciting game of basketball.

Teams compete in both local and national competitions 
and whilst success on the court is important to us, the 
club is committed to providing opportunities for people to 
develop their interests and skills in coaching, officiating and 
administration.

The club has a five year vision: ‘To ensure that everyone 
within the extended community of Derby is aware of and has 
access to the club and that there are opportunities for people 
to be involved at all levels whether as a player, coach, official, 
administrator or volunteer.’

To realise this vision the club has set itself the 
following targets:

• To establish a community basketball programme that 
provides opportunities for all young people in and around 
Derby to be involved in basketball.

• To establish links with schools and youth organisations 
within the community.

• To establish a development programme for coaches, 
officials and administrators.

• To have a competing national league Ladies side.

• To be competing in division one of the men’s national 
league.

Could you help? By working together we will achieve 
our vision 

If you would like to advertise in our bulletin please contact  - 
Alex McGaffin

If you would like to become a club sponsor please contact - 
Alex McGaffin

Volunteers needed, we can always use some help, let us know 
what skills, time or both you have to offer please contact - 
Committee Secretary - Martin Shaw or Debra Woodyatt 

Please support your club, sign up to using easyfunding when 
you’re shopping and the club will receive a nice donation

Download the Easyfunding app

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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Our Household and Private motor vehicle policies are tailored to specifically fit your 
requirements.

We offer an extensive range of bespoke business policies including: Property Owners, 
Industrial, Construction, Office and Shop, Guest House and Hotel, Church and Charity, 
Motor Traders’ and Farm Insurance.

We are a friendly and approachable company with over 40 years’ experience exceeding our 
customers’ expectations and requirements.

We genuinely care about our customers - you are at the heart of what we do.

Contact our team on
01332 372387 or email
info@sherwininsurance.co.uk

For more information please visit our Website www.sherwininsurance.co.uk

Sherwin Insurance Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

For all your Personal and Business Insurance 
requirements let our highly experienced team 
tailor a package to suit your needs
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Date Time Home vs Away

18-Jan 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Worthing Thunder

25-Jan 7.00pm Hemel Storm vs Derby Trailblazers

26-Jan 4.00pm Barking Abbey vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Feb 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs The Nottingham McDonalds Hoods

15-Feb 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Team Solent Kestrels

16-Feb 4.30pm Loughborough Riders vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 5.45pm Essex & Herts Leopards vs Derby Trailblazers

29-Feb 6.00pm Thames Valley Cavaliers vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Reading Rockets

8-Mar 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Barking Abbey

14-Mar TBC Bradford Dragons vs Derby Trailblazers

21-Mar 5.30pm Westminster Warriors vs Derby Trailblazers

DIVISION ONE MEN’S FIXTURES 2019/20
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All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information
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TRAILBLAZERS PILE PRESSURE ON RELEGATION 
THREATENED LIVERPOOL

DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

Derby Trailblazers secured a third straight league victory for 
the first time this season in emphatic style, crushing Liverpool 
Basketball Club 119-66 to record their biggest victory of the 
current campaign and one of the biggest in the club’s history. 

Led by their ever impressive captain Oli Stanley, the 
Trailblazers led from opening tip to final buzzer, as they 
stamped their authority over the struggling Liverpool side. 

Stanley shot 76.9% from the field as he completed a 
double-double of 27 points and ten rebounds, notching up 
an efficiency ranking of 34, which was only eclipsed by Tre 
Wilford, who continued his spectacular recent form.

The American guard who celebrated his birthday by getting 
engaged earlier this week, shot 72.7% on his way to a total 
of 17 points, to which he added eight rebounds, eight steals, 
seven assists and two blocks, producing an efficiency ranking 
of 38. 

Malcolm Smith added 14 points, with Sergio Gomez finishing 
with 13. Blake Bowman, Jake Wesselingh and Johde 
Campbell all netted ten points, while Charlie Brown shot 
100% from the field on his way to eight points and a game 
high ten assists. 

Head Coach Matt Shaw was delighted with the way in which 
his players stayed focussed for the entire forty minutes: 

“It was a really pleasing performance from the guys and it’s 
always nice to have so many players in double figures. 

“Oli had another great game and I really do think he’s having a 
fantastic season for us. He does a phenomenal job of creating 
space around the basket and the guys did a tremendous job of 
finding him when he was open. 

Malcolm connected with him on a number of occasions 
and Charlie and Tre did a great job of getting both him and 
everyone else involved. 

I thought we did an excellent job of keeping the defensive 
tempo up throughout the game too and it was good to get 
Ethan [Roberts], Charlie [Woodyatt] and Dom [Dejnek vel 
Denek] involved in the fourth quarter,” he said. 

Derby started the game strongly, with four points from Smith, 
two from Wilford and a breakaway steal and dunk from 
Bowman, which led to an early Liverpool time-out with the 
score at 8-2. 

When play resumed, Bowman produced another dunk and 
drew a foul from which he converted the bonus. It was the 
start of a 15-5 burst which would set the tone for the game. 

Liverpool responded with a 12-6 run to close out the quarter 
and a basket from Onuora at the start of the second made 
it 29-21, but that was as close as they would come in the 
remainder of the game. 

Three minutes into the second quarter, Wilford stole the ball 
and fed Bowman for his third dunk of the night and moments 
later, the American’s quick hands once again secured the ball 
and this time he fed to Brown who sank a rare three-pointer. 

Derby Trailblazers 119 (29, 61, 86) 

Liverpool  66 (19, 30, 47) 

NBL Division One Men
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A dunk from Smith took the score to 46-26 and led to a second 
time-out from Liverpool with 5’32” on the clock. Just like their 
first, it had little effect, as Derby went on the rampage yet 
again, with Stanley netting eight of the points in a 15-4 run 
which left them 61-30 ahead at the break.
Ulett-Waul opened the third quarter with one of two at the 
line, but the Blazers responded through Brown as he once 
again converted from long range, this time via an assist from 
Bowman. It was the start of another 11-0 burst which was 
capped off when Stanley stole the ball and Bowman found 
Wilford for an alley-oop dunk. 

Unsurprisingly, Liverpool called for time once again, trailing 
72-31 with 7’01” on the clock. Although Tyme Regent-
Bascombe was next to score, Derby hit the next eight points 
without reply, with Campbell striking from inside and out 
along the way. 

By the end of the third, the Trailblazers had stretched their 
advantage to 86-47. After a quick exchange of baskets, 
the Blazers converted back to back three-pointers from 
Wesselingh and Gomez, before Stanley added another six 
straight points. It meant Derby had reached the ton before 
their opponents had made the half-century. Former Blazers 
guard Ellis Haggith eventually netted baskets from both inside 
and out, while Derby were able to bring  youngsters Charlie 
Woodyatt and Dom Dejnek vel Denek  who have progressed 
through the Academy off the bench, both of whom got onto 
the score sheet in the final few minutes.  

A ratio of 21 steals to 14 turnovers helped the Trailblazers to 
accomplish their mission, while Liverpool were hampered by 
their 31 turnovers to six steals. It certainly wasn’t a happy 
night for the visitors, who were led by Regent-Bascombe 
with 24 points. Uche Umekwe added 13, while Reiss Haggith 
finished with ten points.

Derby: Stanley 27, Wilford 17, Smith 14, Gomez 13, Bowman 10, Campbell 10, Wesselingh 10, Brown 8, Woodyatt 3, 
Dejnek Vel Denek 4, Roberts 3. 

Liverpool: Regent-Bascombe 24, Umekwe 13, R. Haggith 10, Onuora 8, E. Haggith 5, Ulett-Waul 4, Rogerson-Evans 2, Forsythe 0, 
Reynolds 0, Walsh 0. 

Photography by David Amabilino
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WILFORD COMPLETES TRIPLE-DOUBLE AS DERBY 
THRASH LEICESTER

DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

A sensational performance from Tre Wilford helped Derby 
Trailblazers to a rare double-digit victory over their East 
Midlands rivals Leicester Warriors. After a tight first quarter, 
the Blazers gradually pulled away to secure an impressive 
86-69 away victory, with Wilford securing a triple-double 
along the way. 

The American guard finished the game with 21 points, 14 
rebounds, 11 steals, five assists and one blocked shot, having 
missed just two attempts on basket and one free-throw in the 
game, in what was without doubt his best performance since 
joining the Trailblazers:

“I though Tre was phenomenal,” Derby’s Head Coach Matt 
Shaw exclaimed!

“He just kept appearing where the ball was and getting his 
hands on it, like he has some kind of magic radar. To get 
eleven steals at this level is really quite something and his 
whole stat line was really impressive. 

I love the way in which he’s developed into more of a leader 
for us this season too,” he added. 

Aside from Wilford, Malcolm Smith netted a double-double of 
21 points and 11 rebounds, while Oli Stanley finished with 15 
points and Johde Campbell added 13. 

Leicester were led by the impressive American guard TJ 
Henderson, who had a game high 27 points, but no other 
Warriors player made it into double figures. 

There was little to separate the two sides in a tight and gritty 
first quarter, which saw five changes of lead and one tied 
score, before baskets from Campbell and Smith gave Derby 

the biggest lead of the opening stanza at 13-9. 

Four points from Carl Pearson nudged Leicester back into the 
lead late on, before a pair of free-throws from Wilford ensured 
the Blazers took a 19-18 lead into the first break. 

An offensive put-back from Stanley and a coast to coast drive 
from Wilford got Derby off to a good start in the second, but 
a three-pointer from Henderson and a basket from Elhji Jabby 
tied the scores at 23-all and led to a Derby time-out with 7’31” 
on the clock. 

When play resumed, Wilford responded with another coast 
to coast move and then stole the ball at the half-court for 
another easy basket, prompting a time-out from Leicester. 

Two baskets from Smith either side of a basket from 
Henderson were followed by another steal and score from 
Wilford, who then found Campbell for a wide open three-
pointer, extending Derby’s advantage to 36-25.

Wesselingh also struck from downtown before Lamin Willian 
was given a technical foul for dissent and Campbell finished 
the half with baskets from inside and out to make it 46-30 at 
the break. 

Leicester came out firing on all cylinders in the third quarter, 
using three quick scores from downtown to reduce the gap to 
48-41 and for a moment, it began to look like the traditional 
dog fight would ensure. 

However, a time-out from Derby re-established their hold on 
the game, as Coach Shaw’s side went on a 14-1 run to lead 
62-42 with 2’50” of the third quarter remaining. 

Leicester Warriors 69 (18, 30, 47) 

Derby Trailblazers  86 (19, 46, 69) 

NBL Division One Men



TWITTER: @DERBYBLAZERS     FACEBOOK: DERBYTRAILBLAZERSCLUB     INSTAGRAM: TRAILBLAZERSBBALL

Leicester responded with a 5-1 burst, before Blake Bowman 
hit three of four from the line and Stanley added a pair of lay-
ups to make it 69-47 going into the final quarter. 

Derby’s lead peaked at 76-53 when Bowman sank another 
shot from the free-throw line and although Leicester rallied 
with eight straight points, it was never going to make any 
difference to the outcome of the game. 

In the closing stages, Wilford picked up his tenth and eleventh 
steal of the game in a magical demonstration of his ability to 
pick the pockets of his opponents. 

Reflecting on the victory, Coach Shaw said “it was pleasing to 
play so well after having almost two weeks off because of the 
Christmas break: 

It’s one of the few times we’ve be able to have some 
breathing space at the end of game against Leicester, so that 
was a big positive, because it’s normally much more of a dog 
fight. 

I thought we did an excellent job defensively, battling hard 
to make things tricky for them. Our press was particularly 
effective against them, particularly in the first half,” he said. 

The result was Derby’s fourth biggest over Leicester in league 
history and takes the Trailblazers record against the Warriors 
to thirty wins and only five defeats across all competitions.

Leicester: Henderson 27, Pearson 10, Gayle 8, Jabby 7, Chingombe 6, Willian 3, Wilson 3, Howell 2, Pollock 2, James 1, 
Dublin 0.  

Derby: Wilford 21, Smith 21, Stanley 15, Campbell 13, Bowman 8, Wesselingh 6, Gomez 2, Brown 0, Bowen DNP.



CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY FOR DERBY AS CAMPBELL 
SHOOTS THE LIGHTS OUT

DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

Derby Trailblazers entered the Christmas break on a high, after 
an emphatic 124–91 home win over Westminster Warriors. 

The star of the show was Johde Campbell, who came off the 
bench to hit an astonishing 34 points, thirty of which came 
in the first half, when he only missed one attempt on basket. 
His haul included six out of seven long range baskets as he 
shot the lights out from beyond the arc, to the astonishment of 
Trailblazers Head Coach Matt Shaw: 

“I’m not sure I’ve had a guy score thirty points in less than 
fourteen minutes of a game before, but he was simply 
sensational,” he exclaimed.

“I thought our guys did an excellent job of getting him the ball 
while he was hot and it helped us build a huge lead early on. 

Tre Wilford also continues his fine form, with 17 points, eight 
steals, six assists and two blocks. To get so many steals is 
impressive and at times it seems like he’s everywhere on the 
court,” he said.  

Aside from Campbell and Wilford, Oli Stanley and Sergio 
Gomez each added a further 17 points, with Jake Wesselingh 
netting nine, Blake Bowman a further seven and Ethan Roberts 
completing the scoring with five points. 

Westminster were led by Michael Omari on 24 points, Justin 
Hitchman on 19, Tosin Oyelese with 14 and Afra Khalil on 12, 
while regular top scorer Jon Johnson was held to just four 
points. 

Derby were quick out of the blocks, with Wilford hitting six 
of the points and picking up the first two of his steals as the 
Blazers opened up a 10-0 advantage. 

Over two minutes had elapsed before Westminster finally 
found the hoop through German forward Max Hufschlag and 
after a couple of mistakes by Derby, the visitors added to their 
score through Khalil. 

With Derby leading 14-6 midway through the first, Campbell 
and Gomez were brought off the bench to great effect; 
Campbell netted with his first touch, before Gomez captured 
a defensive rebound and raced down court to convert a three-
pointer. 

Both sides then exchanged a pair of scores, before Campbell 
bagged back to back triples as the Blazers raced to a 31-14 
first quarter advantage. 

Westminster opened the second with a 3-2 run, but Derby 
responded with a three-pointer from Wesselingh, six points for 
Bowman and two from Brown as they went on an 11-0 burst, 
prompting a time-out from the visitors, who were trailing 44-
17 with 6’20” on the clock.

It did little to help their plight, as Campbell stroked another 
four long range baskets and four shots from inside as he 
continued to dominate Derby’s offence. 

By the half time break, he had racked up thirty points and had 
only missed one of his thirteen attempts on basket!

His exploits helped the Blazers take a 67-39 lead into the 
break and to rub further salt in the Warriors wounds, Derby 
opened the third quarter with another eight unanswered 
points to reach what would be their biggest lead of the night, 
at 75-39. 

It was only at this stage that Westminster finally began to 
find some sort of offensive rhythm, with Hitchman, Omari and 
Oyelese converting from both inside and out. 

While the game became more even, the Trailblazers 
maintained their cushion of around thirty points with some 
stylish plays, which included a reverse lay-up from Stanley 
and more three-pointers for Gomez (2) and Wesselingh (1). 

Remarkably, Derby had the chance to rack up the ton before 
the end of the third quarter, but a three-point attempt from 

Derby Trailblazers 124 (31, 67, 97) 

Westminster Warriors  91 (14, 39, 69) 

NBL Division One Men



Gomez fell short, leaving the score tantalisingly poised at 
97-69 going into the final period. 

The century was eventually reached when Wilford followed 
up Brown’s opening score of the quarter via an assist from 
Campbell, but it took more than three minutes for those two 
baskets to be procured. 

Despite his first half exploits, Campbell failed to score in the 
third, but subsequently added a pair of baskets in the fourth, 
to finish the game with a season high 34 points. 

With the game’s outcome well and truly secured, Academy 
youngster Ethan Roberts was afforded six and a half minutes 
of court time in the final quarter, proving his worth with scores 
from inside and out, as well as collecting a defensive rebound. 

To give them credit, Westminster never gave up, but they 
never cut the gap to less than 24 points and Derby concluded 
the game with a 14-5 run, which included an explosive dunk 
from Stanley. 

Summing up a fantastic way to end the year, Coach Shaw had 
this to say: 

“While we didn’t defend quite so well in the second half, it 
can sometimes be tough to keep the intensity that high when 
you have such a big lead. However, it was an excellent team 
performance and it was great to get a win going into the 
Christmas break,” he said.

At half time in the game, a group of Noel-Baker staff, players 
and coaches gathered with CJ Wiggins in the foyer of the 
Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre to unveil a cabinet full of 
memories of Coach Wiggins, who would have celebrated his 
63rd birthday on Saturday. 

The Trailblazers are delighted the legacy of the great man, 
who influenced the lives of so many Derby people through his 
love for basketball, continues in so many ways. Our thoughts 
are with CJ and Clarence’s family as we approach the fifth 
anniversary of his untimely death

Proud sponsors of Derby Trailblazers

Derby: Campbell 34, Gomez 17, Stanley 17, Wilford 17, Smith 12, Wesselingh 9, Bowman 7, Brown 6, Roberts 5. 

Warriors: Omari 24, Hitchman 19, Oyelese 14, Khalil 12, Walker 7, Hufschlag 6, Rundle 5, Johnson 4, Ismael 0.

TRIBUTE TO COACH WIGGINS

Photography by David Amabilino
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TRAILBLAZERS LEFT GUTTED AFTER CUP 
CAPITULATION AGAINST LOUGHBOROUGH

DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

Derby Trailblazers squandered a chance to reach the semi-
finals of the Men’s National Cup when they let a 14 point 
lead midway through the third quarter slip away. They were 
still leading by a point with just over two minutes to go, but 
they failed to score again as the Riders poured in eleven 
unanswered points.

It was a harsh result for the Blazers, who had produced 
precisely the response they needed, having been battered by 
Bradford Dragons in the league the previous night, but their 
inability to execute down the stretch cost them the chance 
to reach the last four of the Cup for the first time since the 
2016/17 season. 

Head Coach Matt Shaw was left ruing what could have been: 

“I was really pleased with the performance and efforts they 
guys showed, particularly after such a difficult night against 
Bradford. I thought we battled really hard and found a way 
to put ourselves into a great position going into the final few 
minutes. 

However, the last three minutes were tough. We had some 
very costly turnovers which truly hurt; we also had some good 
looks at the basket which we just couldn’t connect on. 

We defended well for the most part and it never felt like we 
were solid down the stretch, but Loughborough made some 
big plays. 

“It’s a tough result to take. The guys are gutted, because they 
gave it everything they had. Naturally, it would have been 
great to be in the semi-finals, but it wasn’t to be and now we 
must concentrate on improving our standing in the league,” 
he said. 

Derby were led by Malcolm Smith who was back to his 
best with 24 points, eight rebounds and one block. Sergio 
Gomez hit 16 points and dished off six assists, while Oli 
Stanley added 14 points six rebounds and blocked three 
shots. Meanwhile Tre Wilford finished with eight points, 11 
rebounds, seven steals and five assists. 

Loughborough were led by Harrison Gamble with 17 points 
and Rasheed Worrell on 14, while the diminutive Reiss 
Pinnock netted 11 points and pulled down an astonishing 17 
rebounds as he played well above his size. 

After Loughborough scored the opening baskets, Derby were 
quick out of the blocks with a basket from Stanley and a three-
pointer from Charlie Brown, which were followed up with a 
lay-up from Wilford. 

Worrell responded with a three point play, but Smith hit six of 
the next eight points to put the Blazers 15-5 ahead and force a 
time-out by the home side with 5’46” on the clock. 

Derby’s first quarter advantage peaked at 19-7, before 
Loughborough found their rhythm and closed the gap to 26-25 
by the end of the first quarter.

Loughborough Riders 83 (25, 39, 57) 

Derby Trailblazers  77 (26, 42, 66) 

NBL Men’s National Cup Quarter Final
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A tight second quarter followed, with the Riders briefly taking 
the lead before Derby edged ahead once again. Loughborough 
then tied the scores twice before a reverse lay-up from Gomez 
and one of two at the line from Wilford saw the Blazers take a 
42-39 lead into the half time break. 

Just as they had done in the first, Derby dominated the 
opening stages of the third quarter. They started with a rare 
four point play from Gomez, as he nailed a three-pointer and 
converted the bonus having been fouled in the act of shooting. 

Loughborough responded with a 5-2 run, before the 
Trailblazers set off on a spell which really should have led 
them to victory in the Cup tie. 

They started with an offensive put back from Stanley before 
Wilford stole the ball and scored. A pair of free-throws from 
Smith were followed by another basket from Stanley, before 
Smith completed a 10-nil burst with a reverse lay-up. 

All of that took the score to 58-44 with 5’08” of the third 
quarter remaining. The sequence was finally halted by a 
Kyle Jimenez three-pointer and an offensive put-back from 
David Forsyth. However, Derby responded well and after an 
exchange of scores, Blake Bowman and Johde Campbell hit 
all the points in a 5-nil run which once again took the Blazers 
advantage to 14 points. 

After a time-out to refocus their efforts, the Riders closed the 
third quarter with a 6-1 burst to trim the gap to nine points as 
they headed into the final quarter. 

The two sides exchanged baskets twice at the start of 
the fourth, with one of Derby’s scores coming in the form 
of a huge dunk from Stanley. However, Riders stepped up 
defensively and quickly trimmed the gap to just five points, 
prompting a time-out from the Blazers with 5’42” left. 

Scores from Smith and Gomez either side of a free-throw from 
Pinnock made it 74-66 with five minutes left, but back to back 
three-pointers from Pinnock and Gamble either side of a Derby 
turnover made it a two point game and suddenly the nerves 
were jangling. 

They were calmed slightly when Wilford fed Gomez for a triple 
with 2’05” remaining, but that would be Derby’s last score in 
the match. 

Three turnovers, two missed shots and a technical foul on 
Gomez led to the Riders closing the match with an 11-nil run, 
ending the Trailblazers hopes of Cup glory for yet another year. 

L’boro: Gamble 17, Worrell 14, Forsyth 12, Jimenez 11, Pinnock 11, Roberts 9, Yome 5, Maslen 4, Johnson DNP, Oputa DNP. 

Derby: Smith 26, Gomez 16, Stanley 14, Wilford 8, Bowman 5, Campbell 5, Brown 3, Wesselingh 0, Roberts DNP.
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WOEFUL DERBY UNABLE TO EXTINGUISH 
DRAGON’S FIRE

DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

After emphatic victories over Reading Rockets and Worthing 
Thunder, Derby Trailblazers should have been on a high as they 
went into this game and despite starting with ten unanswered 
points, it turned out to be their worst performance of the 
season so far. 

To make matters worse, it coincided with what Bradford Coach 
Chris Mellor described as the Dragons best performance of 
the season so far. Consequently, the Trailblazers suffered their 
biggest defeat of the season, as they went down 100-82 in 
front of a quiet and almost disbelieving Noel-Baker crowd. 

Head Coach Matt Shaw was unsurprisingly blunt in his post 
match assessment: 

“It was a bad night for us,” he said. 

“We never really got into any rhythm despite starting well. 
Credit to Bradford, because in the first half, they seemed to 
be quickest to everything and that really set to the tone for 
the game. 

That’s something we’ve been able to do ourselves in recent 
weeks, but I’m not sure we ever really dictated the tempo in 
this one.

Bradford also shot the ball very well and although we 
managed to slow Walsh down in the second half, they had 
other players who stepped up and hurt us,” he said. 
Bradford did a tremendous job on Derby’s influential 

forward Malcolm Smith, holding him to just eleven points. 
Consequently, it was Oli Stanley who led the Blazers with 15 
points, while Tre Wilford and Sergio Gomez added fourteen 
each. 

The Dragons were led by David Walsh on 23 points, which 
included seven three-pointers, six of which came in the first 
half as he repeatedly punished Derby for leaving him open. 

Andreas Lycoudis also found his range from downtown, 
converting four triples in his 18 points, while Ricky Fetske 
(16), Albert Margai (15) and Rihards Sulcs (14) provided ample 
backup to the Dragons three-point arsenal. 

Defensively, Fetske and Sulcs combined to make it a torrid 
night for Smith, with the pair regularly double-teaming Derby’s 
leading scorer. Bradford’s guards worked in partnership to do 
a similar job on Wilford, making it hard for the Trailblazers to 
find any kind of offensive rhythm. 

Derby started the night well, with baskets close to the hoop 
from Stanley and Gomez, which were followed by three-
pointers from Charlie Brown and Gomez, which opened up a 
10-nil advantage. 

However, Bradford were quickly back in the game with a pair 
of scores by Sulcs either side of a lay-up by Margai. 

Derby responded through Wilford and Smith, but six straight 
points from the Dragons closed the gap to 14-12 and prompted 

Derby Trailblazers 82 (22, 38, 63) 

Bradford Dragons 100 (20, 51, 84) 

NBL Division One Men
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a time-out from Coach Shaw with 4’35” on the clock. 

A steal and subsequent score from Wilford and a triple from 
Campbell stretched the gap back to seven points, before 
Walsh struck twice from downtown either side of another 
basket from Margai, giving Dragons their first lead. 

However, Wesselingh responded from long range to make it 
22-20 to the Blazers at the end of the first quarter. 

Bradford opened the second with six unanswered points and 
after a response from Stanley, Walsh struck another shot from 
deep. The Derby captain then completed a three-point play, 
before offensive tip-ins from Clayfell Harris and Margai were 
followed by another triple from Walsh, forcing the Blazers into 
another time-out, as they trailed 36-27 with 6;37” on the clock. 

There was no immediate response from Derby, as Wilford 
missed a pair of free-throws and a three-point attempt. There 
were also misses for Stanley twice and Smith once before 
Wilford stole the ball and netted a lay-up. 

A rare miss from Walsh was followed by a successful three-
pointer from Gomez, cutting the gap to 36-32 and prompting a 
Bradford time-out with 4’24” left in the first half. The Dragons 
responded with three triples in a 9-2 run as they raced to a 
51-38 advantage at the break.

Back to back long range baskets from Fetske early in the third 
extended Bradford’s lead to 18 points and although the Blazers 

finally managed to reduce the arrears to twelve points, the 
Dragons responded with eight straight points.

With Smith being called for his third and fourth fouls within 
that sequence, Derby’s night went from bad to worse and 
Bradford took an 84-63 lead into the final break. 

Bowman opened the fourth with a three-pointer and then sank 
three of three at the line after being fouled when attempting 
a repeat. However, Lycoudis replied with a pair of long range 
efforts either side of a solitary free-throw from Smith.

The closest Derby got was when Stanley netted back to back 
shots and Campbell followed up with a three-pointer to make 
it 92-77, but it was too little too late for the Trailblazers, who 
fell to their fifth defeat of the NBL division season.

Derby: Stanley 15, Gomez 14, Wilford 14, Smith 11, Bowman 10, Campbell 9, Wesselingh 6, Brown 3, Woodyatt DNP, 
Haggith DNP, Dejnek Vel Denek DNP, Roberts DNP.  

Bradford: Walsh 23, Lycoudis 18, Fetske 16, Margai 15, Sulcs 14, Laing 6, Harris 4, Ogunneye 4, Armstrong 0, Cousins DNP.
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THUNDER THREAT DISMISSED AS TRAILBLAZERS 
CHARGE INTO CUP QUARTER FINAL

DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

Derby Trailblazers stormed into the quarter finals of the Men’s 
National Cup with a comprehensive 92-74 home win over 
Worthing Thunder. 

Derby’s stifling defensive performance restricted the normally 
high scoring Thunder side to just 74 points, almost twenty less 
than their seasonal average. 

Although Thunder edged a tight first quarter 15-13, Derby took 
the second period 29-21 before cementing the result with a 
26-16 third quarter. That allowed Coach Matt Shaw to run 
his bench extensively in the final period, without the fear of 
letting the visitors back into the game. 

“I was really pleased with how well our guys played,” Shaw said. 

“We stepped up defensively and managed to hold a normally 
high scoring team to an exceptionally low total. We attacked 
their basket well and put a considerable amount of pressure 
on their defence throughout the game. 

Credit to our guys, because they are really starting to find 
ways to get the job done at both ends of the floor.

In the second half, we mainly played zone defence, which 
is dangerous against such a good shooting team, but we 
managed to cover them well on the perimeter, restricting them 
to just nine of 33 attempts,” he said.

Malcolm Smith led Derby’s scoring with 22 points; Sergio 
Gomez added 19, while Oli Stanley had a double-double of 
18 points and eleven rebounds. However the star of the show 
was arguably Tre Wilford, who finished with 17 points, 12 
rebounds, six assists, two steals and a sensational blocked 
shot late in the game.  

For Thunder, AJ Basi led the way with 22 points, while Zaire 
Taylor added 14 and Alex Owumi finished with 12 points. 

Derby started the game well, with consecutive scores from 
Stanley, Blake Bowman and Smith, interspersed with denials 
at the other end, but Worthing responded with seven straight 
points to prompt an early time-out from Coach Shaw. 

Consecutive scores from Smith restored the Blazers lead, but 
a late three-pointer and a pair of free-throws from Owumi 
meant it was the visitors who took a 15-13 lead into the first 
break. 

Thunder’s lead peaked at four points when Taylor opened the 
scoring in the second quarter, before Charlie Brown knocked 
down a three-pointer off an assist from Wilford. The youngster 
subsequently enjoyed another solid night at the point, adding 
seven rebounds and six assists to his solitary score. 

A steal and a basket from Wilford put Derby back in front 
before Owumi made it 19-18 to Worthing, but that would be 
the last time they led in the entire match. The Blazers stepped 
up their offensive game to fourteen of the next sixteen points, 
the highlight of which was a step back three-pointer from 
Gomez. 

That charge took the score to 32-21 with 5’12” on the clock 
and Derby stretched their advantage to 14 points, before 
three-pointers from Thunder’s Tom Ward and Dominic Ives 
along with a steal and a lay-up from Ward made it 42-36 at 
the break. 

Wilford then opened the third quarter with a triple, only for 
Cameron Hildreth to reply in kind. Basi then scored from inside 
and out to make it a one-point game, before Derby stepped up 

Derby Trailblazers 92 (13, 42, 63) 

Worthing Thunder 74 (15, 36, 52) 

NBL Division One Men
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again, pulling away courtesy of a 9-4 run. 

17 year old Hildreth then picked up his third and fourth fouls 
in quick succession, which led to him being benched for the 
remainder of the game. 

Consequently Worthing were left lacking in speed and agility 
as their veteran American pair began to visibly tire and that 
allowed the Blazers to capitalise, with another 14-4 burst to 
close out the quarter, the highlight of which came as Wilford 
fed Stanley for a huge dunk. 

With Derby leading 68-52 as they entered the final period, 
they knew they simply had to maintain their composure to 
book a place in the quarter-final of the Cup for the tenth time 
in club history. 

A 7-2 start to the fourth prompted Worthing to call for time, 
trailing by 21 points with 7’19” remaining. A triple from 
Owumi followed by three points from Taylor gave the visitors 
a glimmer of hope, before Derby launched another blistering 
11-3 burst, taking the score to 88-63. 

That was the cue for Ellis Haggith, along with youngsters 
Charlie Woodyatt and Dom Dejnek Vel Denek to come off 
the bench to launch a barrage of three-pointers in the final 
few minutes. On another night, some of those shots would 
probably have dropped, but only Woodyatt made it onto the 
score sheet, when the referees called a goal tend on his 
attempted lay-up. 

As Derby rested their starters, Worthing closed out the 
game with a 10-4 run, but it was way too little and too late 
to prevent Derby from booking their place in the quarter 
final of the cup; the draw for which will see them travel to 
Loughborough Riders.

Derby: Smith 22, Gomez 19, Stanley 18, Wilford 17, Bowman 11, Brown 3, Woodyatt 2, Campbell 0, Haggith 0, 
Dejnek Vel Denek 0.  

Thunder: Basi 22, Taylor 14, Owumi 12, Hildreth 7, Ward 7, Fontaine 5. Ives 3, Goddard 2, Lacroix 2, Ballone 0.

Photography by Monica Ambalino Perez
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FIXTURES

Date Time Home vs Away

25-Jan 15:10 Lancashire Spinners vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Sheffield Hatters

23-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Worcester Wolves Women

1-Mar 2.00pm Myerscough Basketball Academy vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Mar TBC Stockport Lapwings vs Derby Trailblazers

15-Mar 12:30 Derbyshire Diamonds vs Derby Trailblazers

DIVISION TWO WOMEN FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

Date Time

19-Jan 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs University of Wolverhampton

25-Jan 5.00pm Medicina Sheffield Sabres vs Derby Trailblazers

2-Feb 2.00pm Birmingham Mets vs Derby Trailblazers

9-Feb 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Doncaster Eagles

15-Feb 2:20pm COB Rockets Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

23-Feb TBC Coventry Flames vs Derby Trailblazers

1-Mar 4.15pm Derbyshire Arrows U23 vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Mar 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Stourport Spartans

14-Mar 2.00pm Stoke on Trent Knights vs Derby Trailblazers

DIVISION THREE FIXTURES 2019/20

Date Time Home vs Away

26-Jan 2.10pm Mansfield Patriots vs Derby Trailblazers 2

16-Feb 2.10pm Derby Trailblazers 2 vs Riverside Rockets

15-Mar 2.10pm Ilkeston Outlaws vs Derby Trailblazers 2

Date Time Home vs Away

26-Jan 1.15pm Mansfield Giants 1 vs Derby Trailblazers 1

16-Feb 1.15pm Derby Trailblazers 1 vs Nottingham Hoods 1

1-Mar 2.10pm Derby Trailblazers 1 vs Hucknall Hotshots 1

15-Mar 1.15pm Junior Sharks 1 vs Derby Trailblazers 1

MINIS U12 DIVISION 3 FIXTURES 2019/20

MINIS U12 DIVISION 1 FIXTURES 2019/20
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PRAISE FOR OUR COMMUNITY COACHING FROM THE CITY 
COUNCIL FOR OUR WORK ON THE THISISDERBY PROJECT

If you are interested in 
having some Trailblazer 
Community Coaches 
come into your school 
please contact Matt 
Shaw on 07815820980 or 
theshawsm@hotmail.com

COMMUNITY COACHING UPDATE

Once again, this upcoming season Derby Trailblazers will 
deliver a thriving community coaching programme throughout 
the city and the surrounding areas. We have a host of coaches 
that go into schools working with young kids, providing quality 
coaching and for many, their first real taste of basketball. 

Last season the Community Coaching team were extremely 
busy and many of the young players you will see this 
season wearing a Derby Trailblazer Jersey were spotted and 
encouraged to join a team while taking part in one of our 
community sessions. 

We were praised by The City Council for our work on the 
THISISDERBY project which saw our team deliver in several 
schools including St John Fisher, Merrill, Bemrose Primary, 
Redwood, Hardwick and Markeaton Primary. In addition, 
we also provided a variety of sessions at Bramblebrook 

Community Centre and Derwent Youth Club and we also did 
taster sessions at several sporting festivals including venues 
such as Pride Park, Derby Tennis Centre, Willows and the 
Market Place. 

While basketball was at the heart of what the participants 
enjoyed as part of the THISISDERBY project, our coaches 
were tasked with providing a variety of other intangible skills 
to the partakers. Some of these skills included, self-control, 
discipline, honesty, integrity, self-confidence and leadership. 
We also tried to embed attributes like respect and empathy 
as part of the clinics. It’s amazing how well these talents can 
be developed while playing sport and we are very proud of the 
impact our community coaching programme had on the young 
people of Derby during this initiative.
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DERBY TRAILBLAZERS BASKETBALL ACADEMY

DO YOU WANT TO UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL AND 
IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE?
The Derby Trailblazers Basketball Academy endeavours to provide aspiring young basketball players the chance to develop their 
skills whilst studying to achieve meaningful academic qualifications, presenting the individual enhanced career opportunities. 

Female Match Report

It was an epic game at Derby College as the Trailblazers 
took on the defending WEABL champions Charnwood, with 
overtime required for Charnwood to emerge victorious 67-63.

After a slow start with the scores tied at 4 a piece Charnwood 
made their first run, ten points unanswered including back to 
back threes from Lambert. After a Blazers timeout they found 
their form, netting 10 in a row of their own, and Lovatt’s 3 to 
end the quarter tied the game at 14-14.

The second quarter saw Charnwood up their defence. They 
went on another run, this time 9-0 and opened up a 20-28 half 
time lead.

Derby came to life in the third quarter. Marvill netted 8 points 
in this stanza and Charnwood couldn’t connect on a bunch of 
perimeter looks. By the end of the period it was tied up again 
at 38s.

In the fourth, it looked like Charnwood had control at 47-54 
with 2:30 to play. Derby weren’t done, Lovatt made a free 
throw and then drained yet another three, then Hamilton 
struck with back to back drives to the basket to give Derby a 
55-54 edge with 30 seconds remaining.

Charnwood couldn’t score on the next possession and were 
forced to foul Marvill. She made one from two and the Blazers 
led by two with 13 seconds left.

Lambert attempted to win the game for Charnwood from 
downtown but didn’t make it, however captain Bird was on 
hand to get the rebound and drew a foul with 4.6 seconds on 
the clock.

She held her nerve making both from the line to tie the game 
again. Blazers had a tough look on the buzzer but it didn’t 
come close and the game headed for overtime.

Three pointers from Cox and Richards at the start of overtime 
gave Charnwood control. And despite a valiant effort the 
Blazers couldn’t find their way back into the game.

After the game Coach Bowen commented: “I’m so proud of the 
girls performance and warrior spirit. They are a joy to coach.

“It’s so frustrating as we’ve been close on a number of 
occasions recently but I know we are on the right path. This 
is our first year in the WEABL so these experiences will be 
valuable as we move forward.”

Trailblazers 63 - Charnwood College 67 (after overtime)
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With both sides going into the game with 5-1 records this 
promised to be a great battle and it didn’t disappoint as 
Charnwood secured a hard fought 87-78 win.

The first half was played at an intense pace, with both sides 
finding ways to score on the break and also in the half court. 
Bowman and Sanga had a two minute spell where they traded 
baskets, both making fiercely contested threes and mid-range 
pull ups.

Meade-Bramble provided some good support in terms of 
scoring for Derby, while Wild did the same for Charnwood – 
they had 10 each at the half.

The second half was a different story, much more of a 
defensive battle and it proved to be Charnwood who were 
able to get more stops. Derby’s foul shooting deserted them, 

as a team they went 3 for 17 from the foul line in the second 
half as the basket seemed to have a lid on it.

Although Charnwood’s scoring was also halted, they found 
enough ways to keep the scoreboard ticking. The third quarter 
ended 65-74 to the visitors.

Derby tried to make inroads during the fourth, but the closest 
they got was five points and Charnwood held out for a well-
earned win and sole possession of 2nd place.

After the game Derby coach Matt Shaw remarked “It was a 
great game of basketball, two teams who battled hard. I’m 
proud of the way the guys competed. The lads are gutted, they 
left everything on the floor. We must reflect then move on to 
the next game and learn from this one.

Male Match Report

The Sheffield College suffered a loss to a Derby team in good 
form, going down 87-66 at Sheffield College.

An impressive start on defence from both teams led to some 
tough buckets being scored, with the 1st quarter ending up 
22-16 to the visitors.

However, Derby’s transition game was a killer blow for the 
hosts as Derby scored 29 points in the 2nd quarter ,effectively 
ending the game by half time.

The 3rd period was evenly matched between the two teams, 
though that didn’t help Sheffield make inroads into their 
deficit.

Down by 27 in the 4th, Sheffield boys rallied and cut the lead 
down to 17 at one point with big plays coming from across 
their roster. However, no serious comeback could be crafted 
as Derby applied more pressure and stretched their lead once 
again.

Blake Bowman top scored for Derby with 35 points as Stuart 
Matimba had 12 points and Dominic Prospere added 11 more. 
Sheffield’s JJ Wright followed up a 28 point performance last 
time out with 23 here against a tough Derby team. Tom Morey 
dropped 16 points, whilst centre Mo Ibrahim finished on 10.

Sheffield College 66 Trailblazers 87

Trailblazers 78 v Charnwood 87
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ACADEMY AND DIVISION ONE

BONUS PICTURE GALLERY
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FIXTURES

Z137
Z138

9-Feb
2.30pm
1.30pm
12.30pm

Leicester Warriors  HOST
Derby Trailblazers
Leicester Dynamite

vs
Derby Trailblazers
Leicester Dynamite
Leicester Warriors

U12 MIXED FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

Date Time Home vs Away

18-Jan 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs City of Edinburgh

19-Jan 12.00pm Manchester Giants vs Derby Trailblazers

25-Jan 12.20pm COB Rockets Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Feb 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Cheshire Phoenix Juniors

16-Feb TBC York Eagles vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Liverpool

29-Feb 4.00pm Chesire Wire vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Manchester Magic

14-Mar 1.00pm Trafford Magic vs Derby Trailblazers

UNDER 16 BOYS PREMIER FIXTURES 2019/20

Photography by Monica Ambalino Perez
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All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

IMPRESSIVE FIRST HALF TO THE SEASON

UNDER 14 BOYS

What a first half of a season it’s been! I couldn’t have asked 
for much more from the guys this season. The quality of 
basketball that the team is showcasing is fantastic and people 
from all around the club have told me how impressed they are 
with the way the boys are playing.

The last two games before Christmas were a little rockier 
than the previous games in the season. After two hard-
fought games, both resulting in single digit losses, the boys’ 
confidence was knocked slightly. However, despite the 
results, there were many positives that could be taken from 
the games. We tried to execute our game plan which was 
effective for three quarters of both games, but an evident 
lack of experience in close games, due to their age, made it 
difficult to grab the win. I would take games like these over 
other 40+ point wins this season any day, because the players 
learn much more and gain valuable experience for tight 
situations. Overall, a great first half to the season, showing 
promising signs for the future of our club.

Each and every player is offering something valuable to the 
team, with everyone settling into their roles on the team 
nicely. Whilst we still have similar players dominating our 
scoring, other players are stepping up beyond expectations 
in all areas of the game. Despite his very limited experience, 
Luca is becoming one of our best defenders, readily putting 
his body on the line to dive on a loose ball. Also, maybe 
even more unexpectedly, he has become one of our key 3pt 
shooters on the team, which is another reason for his recent 
attendance to ASPIRE. Henry is another player that has 
potentially even less experience than every other player on 
the team, but his effort and intensity on defence is second to 
none. It is purely just a matter of fine tuning his understanding 
of the game and he could be a defender that is remarkably 
tough to beat. 

Considering both the positives and negatives from the season 
so far, the second half will be a chance to test the players’ 
characters yet still looks to be a promising year for our young 
U14 team!

Head Coach: Jake Brown - jakebrown99@live.co.uk - 07884552152
Assistant Coach: Charlie Woodyatt - 07415380812

Date Time

18-Jan 1.00pm Rutland Thunders vs Derby Trailblazers

19-Jan 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Northants Thunder

25-Jan 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Leicester Dynamite

8-Feb 1.00pm Leicester Riders II vs Derby Trailblazers

15-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Leicester Warriors

22-Feb 1.30pm Leicester Warriors II vs Derby Trailblazers

29-Feb 12.15pm Mansfield Giants vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 11:00 Nottingham Mcdonald’s Junior Hoods vs Derby Trailblazers

UNDER 14 BOYS FIXTURES 2019/20
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UNDER 14 GIRLS 

PREMIER U14 GIRLS SIT THIRD IN THE TABLE

At the half way point in the season the U14 Girls sit in third 
place in the North Premier division with a 5-3 record having 
played 6 of the 8 games on the road.

Injuries and player availability have limited the team in terms 
of fielding a maximum strength squad however with a clean 
bill of health (touch wood) and no holidays for the remainder 
we hope to continue improving, enjoying playing the game 

and hopefully pushing for a top 3 finish which would secure us 
home court advantage in the playoffs.

I have been hugely impressed with the improvement the girls 
have shown individually and as a collective. We have 17 girls 
in the squad and only 5 of them are ‘actual’ U14’s so the future 
looks bright for our youngest female National League team.

Date Time

18-Jan 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Manchester Mystics II

25-Jan 12:00 Lancashire Spinners vs Derby Trailblazers

2-Feb 1.00pm Nottingham Wildcats vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Mersey Mavericks

22-Feb 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Newcastle Eagles

29-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Sheffield Hatters

7-Mar 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Stockport Lapwings

UNDER 14 GIRLS FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information
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UNDER 16 BOYS CONFERENCE

A great first half of the season!

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

Head Coach: Akin Keskin
Assistant Coaches: Hugh Williamson and Ian Standley

The U16 development team made great improvements in the 
first half of the season. It is great for coaches and parents to 
see how much the boys improved their basketball skills. New 
players have been integrated well into the group and the hard 
work at every training session started to pay off. 

The local league team had some very close games and 
although we are waiting for the first win, the team learnt 
to cope with pressure and never gave up during any of the 
games. Great to see the energy on and off the court. All the 
lads continued to work hard in every training session and have 
the willing to improve their basketball skills, physical strength 
and decision making is there. The group is certainly on the 
right track and the first win will come soon to underpin and 
boost energy for the rest of the season! 

The conference team needed a few games to build their 
self-confidence and better understand their strengths and 
weaknesses as a team. The attitude and energy was always 
brilliant throughout the training sessions and the games so 
it was just a matter of time for the first win. Great teamwork 
and with fantastic support from parents & supporters the team 
won two home games against very strong teams. We are now 
hungry for more! A close game at the begining of January 
against one of the best teams in the league has clearly shown 
that the team is able to achieve more. The coming weeks 
will show how much we improved and if the team is able 
to translate the learnings from the training drills into game 
actions. 

Get ready for the second half of the season! We are coming!

Date Time Home vs Away

19-Jan 2.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Mansfield Giants

25-Jan 3.00pm Rutland Thunder vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

26-Jan 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Leicester Dynamite

9-Feb 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Northants Thunder

29-Feb 10:00 Leicester Warriors ll vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

1-Mar 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Leicester Warriors ll

8-Mar 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Leicester Riders ll

14-Mar 1.00pm Nottingham McDonald's Junior Hoods vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

29-Feb 4.00pm Chesire Wire vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Manchester Magic

14-Mar 1.00pm Trafford Magic vs Derby Trailblazers

UNDER 16 BOYS CONFERENCE FIXTURES 2019/20
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DESPITE A MIXED START THE GIRLS SHOW MASSIVE 
AMOUNTS OF POTENTIAL!
The U16 Girls closed out the calendar year with a long trip to 
Ipswich in which a poor start lead to a narrow loss. You cannot 
start games so slowly at this level and it took until the 4th 
quarter for the team to get going. Final score 58-50 to Ipswich. 
The other remaining fixture of 2019 was on the 14th December 
against a tough Oaklands Wolves Team. Improvements were 
made to the overall performance, but poor defence and the 
ability to look after the ball against a tough press is what let 
the girls down, resulting in another loss 85-96.

We’re now on to a busy 2020 with home games in January 
coming up against Luton (11/01) and Sheffield (25/01), as well 
as an away game against Manchester (18/01).

The plans to improve remain the same, to focus on good 
fundamental team basketball on both ends of the court.

Some of our girls also had a busy Christmas, KJ and Megan 
both represented England in the Tr-nations tournament at the 
National Performance Centre on 21st and 22nd December. 
Charlie Ford, England Basketball Programme and Pathway 
Integration Manager and Blazers U14 Girls coach, said: “We 
have enjoyed a fantastic weekend of basketball with the home 
countries coming together to test each other on the court.

“The point wasn’t to crown winners, but provide some great 
competition for our young players and shine a spotlight on 

what they are capable of with some of our Great Britain 
coaches and others here to observe.

Megan was again in action alongside Alex for the BTM select 
team in the annual Battle in the Capital in London on 28th and 
29th December

UNDER 16 GIRLS 

Date Time Home vs Away

18-Jan 3.30pm Manchester Mystics vs Derby Trailblazers

25-Jan 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Sheffield Hatters

8-Feb 1.00pm Ipswich Basketball vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Feb 1.00pm Luton Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 3.30pm Manchester Mystics vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Oaklands Wolves

UNDER 16 GIRLS FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information
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UNDER 18 MEN’S CONFERENCE

We as a team now sit second in our conference with a 6-1 
record, our only loss being against Mansfield Giants, who we 
play at home in a weeks’ time (25th Jan at Noel Baker School 
at 12:15). So we are looking for revenge next time out. 

However leading up to that game, we have to concentrate 
on the game vs Scunthorpe Wolves, whom we beat by ten 
last time out, when we played them away first game of the 
season, so we are looking for a convincing win.

2020 brings some excitement for us, as I have one of my 
players back to full fitness in Enrique Addo, and also Prentice 
Crummy was starting to find his feet and shooting form before 
Christmas too. 

We’ve had one practice since the Xmas break, and feel that 
we have got rid of all the cobwebs that have formed over 
the festive period, and we looked like we’d never spent time 
apart, so here’s to the second half of the season and looking to 
go 7-0 to end the season.

Thanks for reading!

Hi, and Happy New Year to you all.

Coach: Lee Fitchett

Date Time Home vs Away

18-Jan 4.00pm Chesterfield Flight vs Derby Trailblazers

19-Jan TBC Derby Trailblazers vs East Durham Lions

25-Jan 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Mansfield Giants

8-Feb 12.30pm Doncaster New College Eagles vs Derby Trailblazers

9-Feb TBC York Eagles vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Feb 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Bradford Dragons

1-Mar 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs City of Leeds (Gold)

8-Mar 4.00pm East Durham Lions vs Derby Trailblazers

14-Mar 13:30 Ilkeston Outlaws vs Derby Trailblazers

UNDER 18 MEN FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information
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The U18 Women have had a good start to the season winning 
their first three fixtures. Over the past few months the squad 
have developed into a strong defensive force who threaten 
on the fast break. Individually each player has worked hard to 
improve their skills and confidence, resulting in several squad 
members featuring heavily in the Women’s Division 2 side. 

Due to an amalgamation of the Northern and Southern 
conferences the squad faces a packed second half of the 
season starting with a double header. With regular fixtures 
this side of the New Year the squad will look to move up the 
table and challenge for the top spot.

“With the Women’s programme continuing to grow I’m very excited to be working with this 
group. There is an abundance of talent and, as well as being competitive in the League, this 
season is about developing players and allowing them to fulfil their potential at senior level”

Amanda Davies

UNDER 18 WOMEN 

Date Time Home vs Away

8-Feb 15:00 Northants Lightning vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Northamptonshire Titans

1-Mar 12.00pm Team Birmingham Elite vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Mar TBC City of Leeds Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Feb 1.00pm Luton Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 3.30pm Manchester Mystics vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Oaklands Wolves

UNDER 18 WOMEN FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information



Read stories, fixtures, results, contact information and more at WWW.DERBYTRAILBLAZERS.COM

We would be delighted to welcome supporters to join the players for a drink. They will be having their 
post match food at The House Of Darwin, 221 Chellaston Road, Derby DE24 9EE.

The owners of Darwin have recently spent a lot of money refurbishing this venue and we are grateful 
for their offer to provide hospitality to the players on this occasion and we hope the arrangement will 
be beneficial to both parties. 

There is a dress code of smart, but casual, so please, no shorts if you’re thinking of coming along!

www.houseofdarwin.co.uk

AFTER TODAY’S GAME...

Proudly sponsored by



We are proud to serve the communities of Derby and the surrounding areas - providing 
expert advice and support across the whole of the property market.

We have been nominated two years running as one of the top ten East Midlands letting and 
estate agents.

Conveniently located on St James Street and in the heart the Cathedral Quarter, our 
dedicated team are able to advise on all areas of sales, lettings and property management 
to ensure you receive a truly tailor-made service to suit your individual needs.

For more information call: 01332 650068,
email: derby@martinco.com
or visit our website www.martinco.com

With Martin & Co you are in safe hands
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TRAINING

DERBY TRAILBLAZERS – MALE PROGRAMME 2019/20

Main Venue: Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, Noel Baker Academy, Alvaston, Derby, DE240BR
Under 16 Thursday session *At Derby College Johnson Building, DE248PU

Age/level School year Training day(s) Time Coach Contact Details

Under 11 Year 6 & under Saturdays 0930-1130 CJ Marriott 07774821973
marwig@btinternet.com

Under 12 Year 7 & under Friday 1800-1930 CJ Marriott 07774821973
marwig@btinternet.com

Under 14 Year 9 & under Tuesdays
Fridays

1800-2000
1800-1930 Jake Brown 07884552152

Under 16 Year 11 & under Wednesday
Friday

1800-2000
1930-2100 Akin Keskin 07578282448

Under 16 Elite Year 11 & under Wednesday
Thursday *

2000-2145
1900-2100 Kyle Henderson 07875308698

Under 18 Year 13 & under Tuesday 1800-2000 Lee Fitchett 07974629478

Academy College/ 6th 
Form Everyday Various Matt Shaw 07815820980

theshawsm@hotmail.com

Recreational Adult Monday 2000-2145 James Wilson 07421825022

Local League Adult Monday 2000-2145 Martin Shaw 07973205945

National League
Division 1 & 3 Adult By invitation,

please contact. Various Matt Shaw 07815820980
theshawsm@hotmail.com
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TRAINING

DERBY TRAILBLAZERS – FEMALE PROGRAMME 2019/20

Main Venue: Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, Noel Baker Academy, Alvaston, Derby, DE240BR
*Under 18 Thursday: Derby College Johnson Building
**National League: Chellaston School

U12 and U14 Rising Stars
Over the past few years our Minis and Under 14 training sessions have grown so popular that they were bursting at the seams.  
So, this season, we are offering dedicated training sessions for the older, more experienced U12s as well as U14s who have 
recently started playing basketball and want to improve their skills. These sessions are on Wednesdays, 7.00 - 8.30 at Chellaston 
Academy and Fridays 6.00 - 7.30 at the Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, Noel-Baker Academy.  Players will have opportunities to 
test their skills in Local and National League competitions

Age/level School year Training day(s) Time Coach Contact Details

Under 11 Year 6 & under Saturdays 0930-1130 CJ Marriott 07774821973
marwig@btinternet.com

Under 12 Year 7 & under Monday
Thursday

1800-2000
1800-2000

Taneshia Chambers-
Harrison 07879087154

Under 14 Year 9 & under Monday
Thursday

1800-2000
1800-2000 Charlie Ford charlie_trailblazers@

hotmail.co.uk

Under 16 Year 11 & under Monday
Thursday

1800-2000
1800-2000 John Marvill 07971566897

Under 18 Year 13 & under Monday
Thursday*

1800-2000
2000-2200 Amanda Davis 07398198786

Academy College/ 6th 
Form Everyday Various Matt Shaw 07815820980

National League Adult Wednesday** 1900-2100 Karen Burton Karen@abbeybasketball.com



Proud to sponsor 

Derby Trailblazers Girls Basketball
T: 01332 705016   orcharddaynurseries.co.uk

5-12
Year olds

HAVE YOUR SAY
Do you want to have a say in how your club is run? 

It’s your chance to influence the way in which the Trailblazers club is run. You could even stand for one of the posts on the 
committee. 

For now, please have a think about how you could get involved or what you like to see happen to improve the club as we look 
forward to the 2019/20 season and beyond. You could also chat to any of our existing committee members, whose details are 
provided elsewhere within this Bulletin.  



irement planning; 
Mortgages; Life Assurance - Family Protection; Inheritance tax planning; Business protection 
and Group pension schemes.

We are a friendly and approachable company with over 40 years’ experience exceeding our 
customers’ expectations and requirements.

Contact our team on 
01332 372387 or email
life@sherwininsurance.co.uk

For more information visit our Website www.sherwinfinancialservices.co.uk
Sherwin Financial Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

For long-term peace of mind let Sherwins 
help with your financial planning



HALF TERM
BASKETBALL CAMPS
COACHING BY DIV1 PLAYERS AND
ACADEMY STUDENTS

TO BOOK A PLACE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH MATT SHAW

e: theshawsm@hotmail.com  t: 07815 820980*

*Please use the phone number for contact on camp days only.

MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2020
TUESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 2020

10:00AM TO 1:30PM

£10 PER DAY

Open to ages 7-16yrs, boys and girls, all 
abilities.

Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, 
Noel-Baker School, Bracknell Drive, Al-
vaston, Derby DE24 0BR

Participants will need to bring water 
or non-fizzy drinks, a packed lunch and 
suitable indoor training shoes. A tuck shop 
will be available.
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Acting Secretary: 
Treasurer:
Coaching Co-ordinator:
Community Coaching:

David Woodyatt
David McKnight

Maria Brown
Debra Woodyatt

Matt Shaw
Matt Shaw

OUR COACHING STAFF
D1 Men:
D2 Women:
D3 Men:
Academy:
U18 Men Regional:
U16 Boys Premier:
U16 Boys Regional:
U16 Girls Premier:
U14 Boys Regional:
U14 Girls Premier:
U12 Mixed:
Minis:
Sherwood League Men:

Matt Shaw, Paul Bowen, Jake Brown
Kyle Henderson

Matt Shaw
Matt Shaw, Paul Bowen

Lee Fitchett
Kyle Henderson

Akin Keskin
John Marvill
Jake Brown
Charlie Ford
Charlie Ford 
CJ Marriott

Martin Shaw

Fixtures Co-ordinator:
Sponsorship & Fundraising:
Publicity:
Medical Co-ordinator:
Safeguarding & Compliance:
Committee Secretary:

CJ Marriott
Alex McGaffin

Nigel Cash
Jill Kent

Deb Durose
Martin Shaw

Bulletin Editor:
Statistics:
Graphic Designer:
Photographers:
Announcer:
Music:
Ticket Desk:
Merchandising: 
Court Crew:
Tuck Shop:
Raffle: 
Chaplain: 

Des Buchanan
Jake Brown

Mark Johnson
David Amabilino, Monica Amabilino Perez

Nigel Cash / Martin Shaw
Steve Williams

Maria Trimmer, Gail Elliott
Debra Woodyatt

Chris Acton
Stuart Kent, Steve Woodroffe, Hayley Dix

Jake Brown
Robin Miller 

OUR MATCH NIGHT TEAM



From intricate precision bespoke laser cutting to large format commissions; FC Laser, the 
fastest growing precision laser company in the Midlands has an unrivalled experienced 
team to deliver your project from initial design and development right through to delivery.

Shift your expectations up a gear on what you expect from a precision laser cutting 
company - contact FC Laser at: sales@fclaser.co.uk

• State-of-the-art manufacturing with three of the very latest Bystronic 10 kilowatt Bystar  
 Fiber Lasers.

•  Dedicated account managers who understand our customers’ unique requirements.

•  We can provide you with a quotation typically within two hours of receiving your 
 email request.

•  ISO 9001 Quality Management System accreditation 
   and EN1090 Execution Class 2 standard.

t: 0115 944 3428  e: sales@fclaser.co.uk  w: www.fclaser.co.uk   

FC Laser, Unit 8, Lows Lane, Stanton by Dale, Ilkeston, Derbyshire. DE7 4QU 

Large or small precision laser cutting 
from the team you can trust


