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and environmental care.

To learn more about how your business can benefit from our unique technical development facility - 
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Proud sponsors of Derby Trailblazers

Welcome to Bulletin 2 

What a start to the new season! Edging out Leicester Warriors 
in a 181 point thriller!

The Wig was rocking for our first home game, the numbers 
through the door are exciting and the comments I received 
from the spectators were so positive – Thank you it really 
means so much.

With a really ‘hard fort’ win against Liverpool and a close 
but disappointing result away at Worthing Thunder we’ve 
had a good start to the season and I’ve seen some fantastic 
development from our players and think we can all look 
forward to a great season. what really shines through is the 
desire all of our coaches have to really make a difference, 
which allows our players to develop and improve in a club 
that supports development and improvement to ensure all our 
players have the opportunity to maximise their potential. 

This evening we have taken our opportunity to support a 
fantastic charity during Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
thousands of amazing people will wear it pink in their 
communities, schools or work places for the UK’s largest 
breast cancer charity, Breast Cancer Now. Since the first event 
in 2002 over £33 million has been raised for this vital research. 

Why do we need you to wear it pink?
Because breast cancer is still here. It’s still tearing apart the 
lives of families and it’s still taking the lives of the women we 
love on a heart-breaking scale.

This year, over 55,000 women in the UK will hear the words 
‘it’s breast cancer’ and around 11,500 women will die from 
it. Research holds the key to a future where all that changes. 
A future where women don’t have to live in fear of breast 
cancer. A future where women get to watch their children 
grow up and create a lifetime of memories with the people 
they love.  

A future where, by 2050, every woman who develops breast 
cancer lives. 

THANK YOU – for all of your support this Evening 
we really need to be LOUD AND PROUD – ‘COME ON 
BLAZERS’!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

If you haven’t done so already, please Like Us on Facebook 
and Follow Us on Twitter. The addresses you need are:
www.facebook.com/DerbyTrailblazersClub or
www.twitter.com/derbyblazers 

Dave Woodyatt – Chairman



Read stories, fixtures, results, contact information and more at WWW.DERBYTRAILBLAZERS.COM
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SUPPORT - FUNDRAISING REQUIRED 
SUPPORT - FUNDRAISING REQUIRED 

Whilst you watch today’s game or game’s we would love you 
to consider how you could help make a difference to our club. 
Would you like to join our growing team of sponsors or would 
you like to advertise your Company within our programme or 
maybe you would like to get involved and volunteer your time. 
Please contact us via email, phone or chat today we would be 
delighted to discuss your thoughts.

As a community club run by a group of dedicated volunteers 
the structure of the club is designed to ensure its long-term 
future and build capacity to increase the opportunities it offers 
in basketball. We believe we are a friendly club that puts the 
interests of its members first. Generally, people who join the 
club want to stay, something of which we are very proud.

Derby Trailblazers was formed in the summer of 2000 running 
teams for boys at cadet (under 16) and junior (under 18) levels 
and senior women in the National Basketball League. Since 
then the club has grown and now provides opportunities for 
girls, boys, women and men to play, coach and officiate in the 
exciting game of basketball.

Teams compete in both local and national competitions 
and whilst success on the court is important to us, the 
club is committed to providing opportunities for people to 
develop their interests and skills in coaching, officiating and 
administration.

The club has a five year vision: ‘To ensure that everyone 
within the extended community of Derby is aware of and has 
access to the club and that there are opportunities for people 
to be involved at all levels whether as a player, coach, official, 
administrator or volunteer.’

To realise this vision the club has set itself the 
following targets:

• To establish a community basketball programme that 
provides opportunities for all young people in and around 
Derby to be involved in basketball.

• To establish links with schools and youth organisations 
within the community.

• To establish a development programme for coaches, 
officials and administrators.

• To have a competing national league Ladies side.

• To be competing in division one of the men’s national 
league.

Could you help? By working together we will achieve 
our vision 

If you would like to advertise in our bulletin please contact  - 
Alex McGaffin

If you would like to become a club sponsor please contact - 
Alex McGaffin

Volunteers needed, we can always use some help, let us know 
what skills, time or both you have to offer please contact - 
Committee Secretary - Martin Shaw or Debra Woodyatt 

Please support your club, sign up to using easyfunding when 
you’re shopping and the club will receive a nice donation

Download the Easyfunding app

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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Our Household and Private motor vehicle policies are tailored to specifically fit your 
requirements.

We offer an extensive range of bespoke business policies including: Property Owners, 
Industrial, Construction, Office and Shop, Guest House and Hotel, Church and Charity, 
Motor Traders’ and Farm Insurance.

We are a friendly and approachable company with over 40 years’ experience exceeding our 
customers’ expectations and requirements.

We genuinely care about our customers - you are at the heart of what we do.

Contact our team on
01332 372387 or email
info@sherwininsurance.co.uk

For more information please visit our Website www.sherwininsurance.co.uk

Sherwin Insurance Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

For all your Personal and Business Insurance 
requirements let our highly experienced team 
tailor a package to suit your needs

DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

TRAILBLAZERS’ SUFFER AGONISING SOUTH COAST DEFEAT AGAINST WORTHING

Derby Trailblazers will feel they should have won on the South 
Coast against Worthing Thunder, but instead they surrendered 
their unbeaten start to the season in an 81-77 away defeat. 

Having successfully overturned a twenty-point deficit, the 
Blazers were leading 75-70 with 2’30” remaining, but Derby’s 
only response to a trio of three-pointers was a solitary score 
from leading scorer, Malcolm Smith. 

The 9-2 run was followed by a questionable pair of free-
throws, which although not altering the outcome of the game, 
eventually gave Thunder an 81-77 home win which could 
become a factor if the two sides are tied on league points at 
the end of the season. 

“It was a heart breaking result for us, as we had put ourselves 
into a great position to win it, but then couldn’t close out the 
game,” admitted the Trailblazers Head Coach Matt Shaw.  

Derby were led by the ever impressive Smith, who finished 
with 22 points, nine rebounds, four assists and one block, 
while Johde Campbell made an immediate impact, ending the 
game with 20 points, seven rebounds and three assists: 

“It was good to see Johde on the court for the first time and 
boy he’s quick. I think he had a solid debut and there will be 
more to come once he understands what we want from him, 
but also when he gets used to playing with the guys. I think 
the home fans will enjoy watching him on Saturday against 
Hemel.

“Charlie Brown was excellent too. His vision and execution 
were both top draw and for a guard to finish with eight 
rebounds and eleven assists is testament to how well he 
played,” Shaw said. 

Despite taking the lead through Tre Wilford via an assist 
from Smith, Derby were quickly in arrears, as Tom Ward hit a 
three-pointer.

Thunder’s lead peaked at 38-18 when Hildreth stole the ball 
and darted up court for a lay-up with 4’40” on the clock, but 
eight points from Wilford in a 15-6 run before the break made 
the half-time score a much more respectable 44-33. 

Derby took that momentum into the third quarter, starting 
with a pair of baskets for Smith, either side of a three-pointer 
from Sergio Valdeomillos, which prompted a Worthing time-
out. When play resumed, Smith added another lay-up and 

Valdeomillos bagged another triple, tying the game at 45-all 
and bring about another time-out by the home side. 

This time the Blazers resumed proceedings with a huge three-
pointer from Campbell to take the lead for the first time since 
the fifth minute and suddenly it was game on. 

Campbell added another four points via a couple of drives 
to the hoop and although Owumi tied the scores at 55-all, 
another basket from Smith ensured Derby took a two-point 
lead into the final quarter, having taking the third period 24-11. 

The Blazers stretched their advantage to five points, as Smith 
made one of two at the line and Ellis Haggith drove inside for 
a lay-up, before a 15-5 burst swung the game firmly back in 
Thunder’s favour. 

However, Derby weren’t prepared to accept defeat mildly and 
Smith provided six points in a 10-nil run which left the Blazers 
75-70 ahead with two and half minutes remaining, but the real 
drama was still to come. 

Owumi found his range from beyond the arc for only the 
second time in ten attempts, but Smith responded with a 
trademark lay-up. However, Worthing’s next play shocked 
everyone, as the normally pass-shy Taylor kicked the ball out 
to the wing where Hildreth was waiting to nail another long 
range shot with just 57 seconds left. 

A Derby turnover led to Owumi converting a heavily contest 
three-pointer to open up a 79-77 advantage with 28 seconds 
remaining and despite the Blazers taking a time-out to plan 
their assault, Worthing stepped up defensively and a shot 
from Valdeomillos fell well short.

A contentious foul on Smith then allowed Owumi to slot home 
two free-throws and seal an 81-77 victory, to finish with a 20 
point / ten rebound double-double, while Taylor finished with 
21 points and ten boards, leaving the Trailblazers Coach Matt 
Shaw with mixed feelings: 

“The positive to come out of the game is that when we’re 
good, we look really good. 

“However, it was frustrating as to how poor we were in the 
first half. We need to take a look at how we can find a way 
to be at our best for the full forty minutes because we’ve yet 
to do so.”
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WOW! TRAILBLAZERS EDGE OUT WARRIORS IN 181 
POINT SEASON OPENING THRILLER!

DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

A packed crowd witnessed yet another thrilling contest 
between Derby Trailblazers and Leicester Warriors go right 
down to the wire as the 2019/20 NBL division one season got 
underway and thankfully, it was the Trailblazers who once 
again came out on top. 

The 91-90 home win takes their all-time league record against 
the Warriors to a remarkable 20-3, with over half of those 
wins being settled by five points or less. 

“It was great to get off to a winning start and what a thrilling 
game for the fans to get them excited about the upcoming 
season,” exclaimed the Trailblazers Head Coach Matt Shaw. 

“However, I would have preferred to have put the game to bed 
a little earlier when we had chances to do so, but as always, 
Leicester never go down without a fight. 

“We have to look at where we can improve and we can’t 
allow the excitement of the win to stop us from doing that. 

“One more bucket for them and everyone would be feeling 
down about the game, so we need to bare that in mind and 
make sure we address the poorer parts of our performance. 
However, we also have reason to be pleased, because any win 
in this league is valuable,” he said.

Malcolm Smith led the team with 35 points, 11 rebounds, one 
steal and three assists, while Oli Stanley shot 80% from the 
field on his way to 18 points, 12 rebounds and two blocks and 
Coach Shaw was delighted by their performance: 

“I thought Oli and Malcolm were fantastic inside and I thought 
they both had excellent games. We knew we had a bit of an 
advantage in that area and we exploited it well,” he said. 

New signings Sergio Valdeolmillos (13 points, four assists) 
and Ellis Haggith (nine points, three assists) also had decent 
first performances for the club, while the returning American 

Tre Wilford added eight points, nine rebounds, five assists and 
two blocks. 

“I thought our two new guys both had good starts. Sergio 
was lively and I think he’ll get even better as he settles in 
and Ellis did what we knew he does in hitting threes, but he 
also showed he can take it on the dribble and create shots. 
I though they both fitted in nicely too in terms of chemistry,” 
Shaw added.

Elsewhere, Charlie Brown (six assists, five rebounds, one 
block) ran the point well on his first senior start and Blake 
Bowman (six points, four rebounds) made useful contributions 
off the bench, including an emphatic slam dunk. 

Leicester were led by the impressive American TJ Henderson, 
whose ability to slash to the hoop helped him to finish with 29 
points, nine rebounds and six assists. 

Former Derby guards Carl Pearson (19) and Martyn Gayle (15) 
were the Warriors other main threats, alongside Euan James, 
who finished with 13. 

The Trailblazers got off to a great start and the game initially 
looked as if it could be a blow out, as Derby raced to a 25-15 
first quarter advantage off the back of some good all-round 
teamwork. 

However, Leicester fought back in the second quarter, when 
a 10-0 burst gave them their only lead of the night, at 33-31, 
despite a Derby time-out being taken along the way. 

Valdeolmillos eventually halted the Warriors charge, 
connecting with pass from Brown to complete an alley-oop 
to the delight of the crowd. It proved to be the spark Derby 
needed and they held Leicester scoreless for the remaining 
four and half minutes before the break, going on an 13-nil run 
to close the half leading 44-33. 

Derby started the third with an offensive put back by Smith, 
but the game stayed nip and tuck over the opening few 
exchanges. 

A dunk from Stanley sparked another run from the Trailblazers, 
with a pair of triples from Haggith and an offensive tip-in from 
the captain Stanley helped Derby to their biggest lead of the 

night, at 64-48 of the penultimate quarter with 4 minutes 31 
seconds remaining.

Leicester responded with five straight points before Wilford 
added another dunk and the Blazers eventually took a 73-61 
lead into the final period.

Derby’s third dunk of the night came from Bowman, courtesy 
of a Valdeolmillos assist early in the fourth, when there was 
still no sign of what was about to unfold. A solitary free-throw 
from Smith took the score to 83-72 with 5 minutes 16 seconds 
remaining and all of a sudden, the Warriors began to fight. 

Gayle hit a trio of three-pointers in a 13-2 run which tied the 
scores at 85-all with 2 minutes and 7 seconds remaining. 
After both sides missed shots, Derby halted the run when 
Stanley found Smith down low, but Leicester replied through 
Henderson, tying the scores with 1 minute 6 seconds left. 

The Blazers repeated their previous offensive play to provide 
Smith with another score in the post. When Henderson 
missed his response, Stanley was fouled and sent to the line 
where he made one of two, for a 90-87 lead with six seconds 
remaining. 

The Warriors called time-out, after which Pearson found 
Henderson for a heavily contested three-pointer which tied the 
game with three seconds left. 

Derby took their final time-out and when play resumed, 
Leicester smothered the Blazers offence, with Pearson being 
called for a fifth and final foul. That sent Smith to the line, 
where he made one of two shots to effectively seal the win, 
as Leicester didn’t have time to respond. 

“The last few minutes were hectic and they hit some big 
shots,” admitted Coach Shaw. 

“I think we could have done a bit more with some of them but 
the game tying shot with three seconds to go was defensively 
well contested. To get the ball in Malcolm’s hands at the end 
was important and thankfully he sunk that first free throw,” 
he said



Date Time Home vs Away

19-Oct 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Hemel Storm

26-Oct 6.30pm The Nottingham McDonalds Hoods vs Derby Trailblazers

2-Nov 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Loughborough Riders

9-Nov 6.00pm Team Solent Kestrels vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Nov 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Essex & Herts Leopards

23-Nov 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Thames Valley Cavaliers

1-Dec 5.00pm Reading Rockets vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Dec 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Barking Abbey

14-Dec 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Bradford Dragons

21-Dec 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Westminster Warriors

4-Jan 3.00pm Leicester Warriors vs Derby Trailblazers

11-Jan 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Liverpool Basketball

18-Jan 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Worthing Thunder

25-Jan 7.00pm Hemel Storm vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Feb 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs The Nottingham McDonalds Hoods

15-Feb 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Team Solent Kestrels

16-Feb 4.30pm Loughborough Riders vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 5.45pm Essex & Herts Leopards vs Derby Trailblazers

29-Feb 6.00pm Thames Valley Cavaliers vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 7.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Reading Rockets

8-Mar 4.00pm Barking Abbey vs Derby Trailblazers

14-Mar TBC Bradford Dragons vs Derby Trailblazers

21-Mar 5.30pm Westminster Warriors vs Derby Trailblazers

DIVISION ONE MEN’S FIXTURES 2019/20
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DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

TRAILBLAZERS SIGN SHARP SHOOTER CAMPBELL

Trailblazers strengthen back court with signing of Campbell for 
2019-2020 Div1 Season

Derby Trailblazers are delighted to announce the signing of 
5’11” point guard Johde Campbell, who joins the club after 
completing his Associates Degree at Missouri State – West 
Plains Junior College in America.

Campbell made his name in England whilst playing for 
Leicester Riders affiliated Charnwood Academy, where he was 
voted into the EABL Western Conference team of the year and 
was runner-up player of the year in 2017.

He has also appeared at the prestigious Deng Camp 
and represented England, where he was coached by the 
Trailblazers Head Coach Matt Shaw:

“I’m delighted to have Johde on board. I coached him on the 
England U17 team a few years ago and know exactly what 
he’s capable of. I love his desire to compete and the energy he 
brings to the game.

“He played for Dave Harris as a junior, which is always a 
positive. Our older fans will remember when we had Sam 
O’Shea at the club and he had also played for Dave, so I know 
Johde will come in having been well coached and being a 
hard worker.

“More recently, he showed in College in the States what a 
good three point shooter he’s become, so that’s another huge 
positive for us,” he said.

Speaking of shooting, Campbell averaged 36.1% from three-
point range and an impressive 93.8% from the free-throw line 
and he can’t wait to get going with the Trailblazers:

“I’m truly excited to get started here at Derby and I’m very 
grateful to Coach Shaw and the team for accepting me, 
despite the season already being underway.

“I’m the kind of player who will bring a lot of energy on both 
the defensive and offensive ends of the court. I like to stretch 
the floor and create opportunities for my team mates, while 
playing at a fast pace, which I think will fit in well with the 
team we already have.

“I literally can’t wait to get on court with the team and to get 
to perform in front of our great supporters,” he said.
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TRAILBLAZERS’ ‘MAGIC’ AN ASTONISHING FINAL QUARTER
DIVISION ONE ROUND UP

An outstanding 33-10 fourth quarter saw Derby Trailblazers 
come from behind to seal an impressive 95-79 away win over 
division one newcomers Liverpool Basketball Club.

By the time a three-pointer from Mark Rangeley gave the 
home side a 67-50 advantage with four minutes of the third 
quarter remaining, Derby were in all kinds of trouble, not least 
because their regular leading scorer Malcolm Smith had been 
forced to sit out for much of the second half, after receiving an 
elbow to the neck just before the break.

However, the Trailblazers somehow fought through the 
adversity to not only win the game, but to do so in style, 
inflicting a crushing defeat on the Merseysiders.

“I was delighted with the way our guys fought back from 
seventeen points down. We did a great job pressing and 
running our zone defence to help us change the game’s 
momentum,” said the Trailblazers Head Coach Matt Shaw.

The impact of those defensive changes was clearly apparent, 
as Liverpool were restricted to just four baskets out of 
eighteen attempts in the fourth quarter. In contrast, Derby 
missed just three of their fifteen attempts.

Losing Smith for the majority of the second half acted as 
something of a catalyst in terms of sparking the Trailblazers 
into action.

“They had targeted Malcolm, just as they had done last season 
in the Cup. Seeing him get hurt motivated the guys and got me 
fired up too if I’m honest. From that point on I think our focus 
was better and we definitely played tougher,” Shaw said.
In the absence of Smith, the Trailblazers captain Oli Stanley 
stepped up to complete a double-double of 22 points and 17 

rebounds, off the back of 68% floor shooting; he also added a 
pair of blocked shots for good measure.

Newcomer Sergio Valdeomillos converted 69% from the field 
on his way to 20 points, while Jake Wesselingh also shot 
exceptionally well, going 66% from the floor on his way to 
eleven points.

With Blake Bowman (11), Tre Wilford (10) and Smith (10) also 
making double figures, there was a healthy split of points from 
across the team.

Elsewhere, Charlie Brown ran the point well, finishing with 
four points, four rebounds and six assists, while Ellis Haggith 
(5) and Ethan Roberts (2) completed the scoring.

Derby had started the game well, with a three-point play from 
Smith getting them off and running. A steal from Valdeomillos 
led to another score for the American, via the Spaniard’s 
assist.

After Liverpool cut the gap to a single point, consecutive 
scores from Wilford restored a five point advantage. A triple 
from Valdeomillos made it 16-8 after just four minutes, but 
that was as good as it got for a while, as the home side 
suddenly went on a 9-nil run to take the lead for the first time.

A free-throw from Smith halted the run, before Liverpool piled 
in another six unanswered points. Three-pointers from Haggith 
and Rangeley effectively cancelled each other out before a 
pair of Bowman free-throws made it 26-22 to the home side at 
the end of the first.

The main talking point in a fairly even second quarter 
concerned the incident involving Smith, who was elbowed 

in the neck by Chiz Onuora in an off the ball incident. It was 
called as a moving screen, but it perhaps should have resulted 
in an ejection and Coach Shaw was punished with a technical 
foul for making his feelings known.

Derby went into the break trailing 48-42 and although Smith 
returned briefly at the start of the third, he was unable to 
contribute in his usual manner. Consequently, Liverpool started 
to pull away, with their lead peaking at 67-50 with 4’08” of 
the third quarter remaining.

However, an 11-nil burst which included the first of three 
triples from Wesselingh got Derby back into contention 67-61 
with thirty-nine seconds left and suddenly the belief was back.

Going into the fourth, the Blazers were 69-62 down, but a 
basket from Stanley was followed by a pair of free-throws 
from Bowman and a three-pointer from Wesselingh to 
tie the game at 69-all. Consecutive scores from Stanley 
and Valdeomillos then completed an 11-nil sequence and 
prompted a Liverpool time-out.

The home side responded with a three-pointer from Reiss 
Haggith (the older brother of Derby’s Ellis) and a lay-up from 
Luke Gosney to lead 74-73. It would be their last lead of the 
night, as the Trailblazers strong defensive work and high 
percentage shooting saw them embark on a blistering 22-5 run 
to close out the game.

Summing up, Coach Shaw pointed to a number of outstanding 
performances which made the result possible:

“I though Oli was incredible, with ten points and eight points 
in the last quarter alone. Sergio was immense too. He just 
made plays and hit big shots. I also thought Jake had a big 
game too. Defensively he was excellent, which is a part of his 
game he’s really developed.

“It was also great to see Charlie and Blake having such an 
impact. Charlie made some great passes when we went on 
our run,” he added.

Liverpool 79 (26, 48, 69) 

Derby Trailblazers  95 (22, 42, 62) 

NBL Division One Men

Proud sponsors of Derby Trailblazers
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DIVISION TWO WOMEN

After a brilliant debut season in the National League Division 
2, finishing 2nd overall, the Women will be looking to go 
one better in 2019/20. A change in leadership sees the 
experienced Karen Burton stepping into the Head Coach role, 
with ex-GB player Leanne Chandler returning to the court; her 
skill set sure to cause the opposition a headache inside the key. 

This year’s squad is a blend of youth and experience; Coach 
Karen has retained several players from last season’s roster, 
alongside some exciting new signings. Returning players 
Chedell Cruickshank and Kenny Hamilton will look to bring 
their tenacious defence and variety of moves offensively to be 
a threat beyond and inside the arc respectively. New addition 
Jade Clemenson boosts the strength of the squad inside the 
key with Danie Shafer providing strong ball handling and 
sharp 3pt shooting ability. 

One to watch
On the back of her GB U16 European campaign Katie 
Januszewska steps up to the challenge of senior basketball.  
This is KJs 4th season with the club and she has shown huge 
improvement year on year. She will be a useful addition to the 
ladies’ team due to her ability to play various roles on both 
ends of the court.

The squad are training hard in preparation for their first game. 
Please come down to support throughout the season in what 
is guaranteed to be a thrilling display of fast-paced, team 
basketball.

“The squad are training hard in preparation for their first game. Please come down to 
support throughout the season in what is guaranteed to be a thrilling display of fast-paced, 
team basketball.”

Date Time Home vs Away

26-Oct 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Lancashire Spinners

17-Nov 2.00pm Sheffield Hatters vs Derby Trailblazers

1-Dec 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Myerscough Basketball Academy

8-Dec 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Stockport Lapwings

14-Dec 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Derbyshire Diamonds

25-Jan 15:10 Lancashire Spinners vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Sheffield Hatters

23-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Worcester Wolves Women

1-Mar 2.00pm Myerscough Basketball Academy vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Mar TBC Stockport Lapwings vs Derby Trailblazers

15-Mar 12:30 Derbyshire Diamonds vs Derby Trailblazers

DIVISION TWO WOMEN FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

PRAISE FOR OUR COMMUNITY COACHING FROM THE CITY 
COUNCIL FOR OUR WORK ON THE THISISDERBY PROJECT

If you are interested in 
having some Trailblazer 
Community Coaches 
come into your school 
please contact Matt 
Shaw on 07815820980 or 
theshawsm@hotmail.com

COMMUNITY COACHING UPDATE

Once again, this upcoming season Derby Trailblazers will 
deliver a thriving community coaching programme throughout 
the city and the surrounding areas. We have a host of coaches 
that go into schools working with young kids, providing quality 
coaching and for many, their first real taste of basketball. 

Last season the Community Coaching team were extremely 
busy and many of the young players you will see this 
season wearing a Derby Trailblazer Jersey were spotted and 
encouraged to join a team while taking part in one of our 
community sessions. 

We were praised by The City Council for our work on the 
THISISDERBY project which saw our team deliver in several 
schools including St John Fisher, Merrill, Bemrose Primary, 
Redwood, Hardwick and Markeaton Primary. In addition, 
we also provided a variety of sessions at Bramblebrook 

Community Centre and Derwent Youth Club and we also did 
taster sessions at several sporting festivals including venues 
such as Pride Park, Derby Tennis Centre, Willows and the 
Market Place. 

While basketball was at the heart of what the participants 
enjoyed as part of the THISISDERBY project, our coaches 
were tasked with providing a variety of other intangible skills 
to the partakers. Some of these skills included, self-control, 
discipline, honesty, integrity, self-confidence and leadership. 
We also tried to embed attributes like respect and empathy 
as part of the clinics. It’s amazing how well these talents can 
be developed while playing sport and we are very proud of the 
impact our community coaching programme had on the young 
people of Derby during this initiative.
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DIVISION THREE

DIVISION 3 TEAM PROVIDES US THE PERFECT ONE - TWO!

Trailblazers Division 3 team looks well set for the new season 
with a handful of returning players from last season, several 
up and coming players from the junior teams and academy, 
along with some familiar faces from previous seasons who 
return to play for the club.

Senior Coach Matt Shaw commented “Its exciting to see the 
blend of players we have on the Division 3 roster this season. 
It’s great to have players who came through our junior system 
and return to the club after they finish university. I also love 
the fact we have so many experienced players now working 
locally that are able to play Division 3 and while they enjoy 
playing they can also pass on some of their experience to the 
younger players” 

“The purpose of our division 3 team is two-fold. One, to use 
it as an opportunity to develop our younger players and two, 
to provide a suitably high level of basketball for those who 
have come through the club who are too old to play junior 
basketball.”

This season has seen Basketball England merge division 3 
and 4 which means slightly less travel as we are now in a 
Midlands league. We will face a lot of new teams in our 
league that we haven’t seen over the last couple of years.

Over the years people who have come down to watch the 
“second” team play have not been disappointed. There have 
been some thrillers in recent years and it’s a great way to see 
future 1st team players in action. Several of this year’s first 
team learnt their trade in the lowest leagues on the second 
team. This includes club captain OJ Stanley, sharp shooter
Jake Wesselingh and current academy standouts, Charlie 
Brown and Blake Bowman.

We hope lots of people will be down to watch again this 
season.

Mini Blazers
The Mini Blazers kicked of their season on 29th September 
with a tough match against Wildcats Mini Ballers in Division 1 
of the Nottinghamshire U12 Central Venue League. 

Their next encounter will be with Mansfield Giants on 13th 
October.  Following that, our Division 3 squad will go up 
against Melton Kings. For most of the players, this will be 
their first ever league match.

Date Time

19-Oct 4:15pm Away vs Mansfield Giants

27-Oct 4.00pm Away vs West Bromwich Albion

3-Nov 12.15pm Home vs Medicina Sheffield Sabres

10-Nov 4.00pm Away vs Doncaster Eagles

17-Nov 2.15pm Home vs COB Rockets Basketball Club

24-Nov 12.15pm Home vs Coventry Flames

1-Dec 2.15pm Home vs Derbyshire Arrows U23

8-Dec 5.30pm Away vs Stourport Spartans

15-Dec 4.15pm Home vs Stoke on Trent Knights

22-Dec 12.15pm Home vs Warwickshire Hawks

11-Jan 4.15pm Home vs Mansfield Giants

19-Jan 4.15pm Home vs University of Wolverhampton

25-Jan 5.00pm Away vs Medicina Sheffield Sabres

2-Feb 2.00pm Away vs Birmingham Mets

9-Feb 2.15pm Home vs Doncaster Eagles

15-Feb 2:20pm Away vs COB Rockets Basketball Club

23-Feb TBC Away vs Coventry Flames

1-Mar 4.15pm Away vs Derbyshire Arrows U23

8-Mar 2.15pm Home vs Stourport Spartans

14-Mar 2.00pm Away vs Stoke on Trent Knights

DIVISION THREE FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

MINIS

MINIS U12 DIVISION 1 & DIVISION 3

Date Time Home vs Away

20-Oct 1.15pm Derby Trailblazers 2 vs Melton Kings 2

3-Nov 3.05pm Hucknall Hotshots 2 vs Derby Trailblazers 2

24-Nov 3.05pm Derby Trailblazers 2 vs Chesterfield Flight

15-Dec 2.10pm VOB Knights vs Derby Trailblazers 2

12-Jan 1.15pm Derby Trailblazers 2 vs Junior Sharks 2

26-Jan 2.10pm Mansfield Patriots vs Derby Trailblazers 2

16-Feb 2.10pm Derby Trailblazers 2 vs Riverside Rockets

15-Mar 2.10pm Ilkeston Outlaws vs Derby Trailblazers 2

Date Time Home vs Away

3-Nov 2.10pm Nottingham Hoods 1 vs Derby Trailblazers 1

24-Nov 1.15pm Derby Trailblazers 1 vs Junior Sharks 1

8-Dec 3.05pm Hucknall Hotshots 1 vs Derby Trailblazers 1

12-Jan 2.10pm Derby Trailblazers 1 vs Wildcats Mini Ballers 1

26-Jan 1.15pm Mansfield Giants 1 vs Derby Trailblazers 1

16-Feb 1.15pm Derby Trailblazers 1 vs Nottingham Hoods 1

1-Mar 2.10pm Derby Trailblazers 1 vs Hucknall Hotshots 1

15-Mar 1.15pm Junior Sharks 1 vs Derby Trailblazers 1

MINIS U12 DIVISION 3 FIXTURES 2019/20

MINIS U12 DIVISION 1 FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

Some of our Minis at our Summer camp
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DERBY TRAILBLAZERS BASKETBALL ACADEMY

DO YOU WANT TO UNLOCK YOUR POTENTIAL AND 
IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE?
The Derby Trailblazers Basketball Academy endeavours to provide aspiring young basketball players the chance to develop their 
skills whilst studying to achieve meaningful academic qualifications, presenting the individual enhanced career opportunities. 

Both teams entered this game with a 1-1 record in the EABL, 
it was Derby who came away with their second win of the 
season in another high scoring game at Derby College, taking 
the contest 109 – 84.

The Trailblazers racked up 33 first quarter points to open up 
an early lead they would never surrender. Blake Bowman had 
three dunks in the early going including a nice alley hoop from 
a Matimba pass on the fast break as he created his own first 
half highlight reel. Bramble-Meade and Matimba combined 
for several steals to help Derby create a handful of breakaway 
lay-ups early on.

In a fast-paced game, Ladjimi and Dinnall helped keep the 
scoreboard ticking for SGS, both showing their abilities to 
score from behind the arc and around the basket. By the half 
SGS had tallied 45 points. But the Trailblazers had not slowed 
down much, they had 24 in the second quarter to take a 57-45 
lead into the interval.

The second half was slightly lower scoring as both teams tried 
to stifle the opposing offensive onslaught. Derby found a spark 
off the bench in Prospere who drained a couple of threes on 
his way to double figures.

SGS continued to hang around and for long periods the game 
remained quite close. Derby always seemed in control but 
couldn’t entirely shake the SGS threat. However, the 
Trailblazers eventually went on a 10-0 fourth quarter run to 
open up some breathing space and closed out the game with 
their largest lead of the day to win 109-84.

For Derby, Bowman had an impressive 38 points including 
4/5 from behind the arc and several high-flying plays near the 
basket. Matimba and Meade-Bramble got it done at both ends 
of the floor, they each finished with 17 points. SGS were led 
by Dinnall’s 20-point haul, he was supported by Ladjimi 15, 
Woodward 14 and Browne 12.

Derby Trailblazers Academy 109 v SGS College 84

back baskets to settle the host before Megan Lovett ghosted 
into the key with a pair of delightful floaters over the defence. 

Meanwhile, for Sheffield Zoe Kateregga began to find her 
form, she would eventually finish as the games leading scorer 
with 31 points. At the end of the first quarter Sheffield led 
20-11. By the half they had extended the lead to 41-22 and all 
signs pointed to an eventual Sheffield win.

However, the third quarter and the start of the fourth were 
Derby’s best moments of the game. They battled hard 
defensively, Barker connected on several shots and Anneleise 
Rountree found room to net six quick points of her own. When 
Hamilton scored back to back baskets with 6:55 remaining, 
Derby had chipped away to make it 45-58. That effort had 
taken its toll on the Trailblazers though, Sheffield scored 
through Kateregga and then Ella Whitehouse as she converted 
an and-1 play to regain momentum for the visitors.

Derby Trailblazers Head Coach Paul Bowen said: “It was 
great to see a WEABL game in Derby. Many thanks to all the 
coaches and volunteers throughout the club that have helped 
make this possible, we have some excellent players and they 
will get even better each week playing at this level. I was 
delighted with how the girls fought today. We have a lot of 
room for improvement and a great bunch of characters that 
are eager to get better, so despite the loss I am feeling really 
positive about the season ahead.”

Natasha Barker top scored for Derby with 16 as Kenny 
Hamilton scored 11 and Megan Lovett added 10 more. 
Zoe Kateregga was in unstoppable form for Sheffield as 
she dropped an impressive 33 points, supported by Abbey 
Whitehouse on 24 and Ella Whitehouse on 9.

It was a first for both institutions at Derby College on 
Wednesday as Derby and Sheffield were paired against each 
other for the season opener as both sides played their first 
ever WEABL game. Both teams were made up of largely 
players who had come through their cities thriving female 
junior programmes, despite a valiant effort from Derby, it was 
Sheffield who ended victorious 69-47.

It started with tough defence from both teams and baskets 
were hard to come by. It was the Yorkshire team who were 
quicker to get the scoreboard rolling though as Abbey 
Whitehouse netted the first 7 points for the visitors. Derby 
created some good looks but shots didn’t drop in the early 
going. Kenny Hamilton and Natasha Barker scored back to 

Congratulations Kenny!

Derby Trailblazers 47 v The Sheffield College 69

Megan Lovatt scored a game-high 23 points as Derby beat 
Myerscough 77-35 in the WEABL.

Derby led 39-20 at halftime and blew the game open with a 
16-3 third quarter.

Kenny Hamilton had 17 points and Natasha Barker added 14 
for Derby, who had four finish in double figures scoring. 

Anneleise Roundtree chipped in 10. Natalie Paredes Alvis had 
a team-high 21 points for Myerscough and Celina Eisenhardt 
finished with nine.

After helping Derby Trailblazers Academy to their first ever 
WEABL win, Kenny Hamilton has been selected as the WEABL 
Player of the Week.

Hamilton scored 14 of her side’s points as the Trailblazers beat 
Myerscough 77-35, but she contributed across the board in 
a do it all performance. With 18 rebounds, including eight on 
the offensive glass, 13 steals, a pair of assists and a block, 
Hamilton was a worthy recipient of the award for week 2.

“I wouldn’t have been able to do it without my team, so all 
credit to them,” said Hamilton upon receiving the award.

“Kenny epitomises everything we want from our players,” 
added Derby head coach Paul Bowen. “She works incredibly 
hard both in the classroom and on the court. Her performance 
was outstanding, but there is a lot more to come.”

Myerscough College 35 v 77 Derby Trailblazers Academy

WEABL Player of Week 2 – Kenny Hamilton
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Z114 
Z116 9-Nov

12.15pm 
1.30pm 
2.45pm

Derby Trailblazers HOST
Leicester Riders Black
Leicester Dynamite

vs
Leicester Riders Black
Leicester Dynamite
Derby Trailblazers

Z117
Z118 23-Nov 11.00am

12.30pm

Leicester Riders Black HOST
Derby Trailblazers
Northants Thunder

vs
Derby Trailblazers
Northants Thunder
Leicester Riders Black

Z123
Z124 8-Dec Leicester Riders Red HOST

Derby Trailblazers vs Derby Trailblazers
Leicester Riders Red

Z128
Z130 14-Dec

12.15pm 
1.30pm 
2.45pm

Derby Trailblazers HOST
Leicester Warriors
Northants Thunder

vs
Leicester Warriors
Northants Thunder
Derby Trailblazers

Z137
Z138 9-Feb

2.30pm
1.30pm
12.30pm

Leicester Warriors  HOST
Derby Trailblazers
Leicester Dynamite

vs
Derby Trailblazers
Leicester Dynamite
Leicester Warriors

U12 MIXED FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

UNDER 12 - MIXED

UNDER 12 MIXED I QUICKLY CAME TO REALISE HOW FAR THESE PLAYERS HAVE COME

UNDER 14 BOYS

After a tough season last year, I knew that the guys would be 
determined to do better this year. With some hard work over 
the summer and a few pre-season friendlies, I quickly came to 
realise how far these players have come. We played against 
Leicester Riders Premier U14 side in pre-season and whilst the 
result didn’t go our way, the basketball that they showcased 
highlighted their improved ability and understanding of the 
game.

Now two games into the season, our start couldn’t have 
gone any better. We are currently 2-0 and the players’ 
determination to carry on the record doesn’t seem to falter. 
The first game was a blow out and it gave the fans and 
parents chance to see 1st hand to what extent they have all 
improved. Even though we were missing a couple of players 
and it was our first official game as a team, the team ethos 
and atmosphere couldn’t have been better. Jack in particular 
ran the lanes in transition brilliantly, with Elias and Val feeding 
him the ball down the floor, resulting a cool 39pts. With areas 
for improvement as always, it was a promising start to what 
is shaping up to be an exciting season. Undoubtedly what the 
guys needed was to boost their confidence which has upped 
the standard of our game. 

The 2nd game was a little harder fought but the team 
chemistry and passion shone through and with a pair of big 
3’s from Elias and a 3rd followed by Luca, gave us the extra 
energy to pull away from the well disciplined Dynamite side. 
With every player contributing positively and all the players 
committing to running our offences with vigour, we elevated 
our play standard in the last quarter, arguably above an U14 
standard. Luca impressed myself and Coach Charlie on the 
day with his energy on defence and good decision making plus 
hitting his 1st national league 3 pointer.

Fantastic start to the season and with the continued passion 
and team ethos, our progression and success is likely to 
continue.

Head Coach: Jake Brown - jakebrown99@live.co.uk - 07884552152
Assistant Coach: Charlie Woodyatt - 07415380812

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

Date Time

19-Oct 2.15pm Home vs Leicester Riders II

2-Nov 12:30 Away vs Leicester Warriors

10-Nov 12.15pm Home vs Leicester Warriors II

16-Nov 12.15pm Home vs Mansfield Giants

30-Nov 12.15pm Home vs Nottingham Mcdonald’s 
Junior Hoods

7-Dec 13:00 Away vs Northants Thunder

15-Dec 12.15pm Home vs Rutland Thunders 

11-Jan 11:30 Away vs Ilkeston Outlaws

18-Jan 1.00pm Away vs Rutland Thunders 

19-Jan 12.15pm Home vs Northants Thunder

25-Jan 12.15pm Home vs Leicester Dynamite

8-Feb 1.00pm Away vs Leicester Riders II

15-Feb 12.15pm Home vs Leicester Warriors

22-Feb 1.30pm Away vs Leicester Warriors II

29-Feb 12.15pm Away vs Mansfield Giants

7-Mar 11:00 Away vs Nottingham Mcdonald’s 
Junior Hoods

Some of our U12’s at our Summer camp

UNDER 14 BOYS FIXTURES 2019/20

U12 National League
This is the first year that Basketball England have offered 
National League competition for Under 12s and Trailblazers 
have entered a team in the Mixed League. 

The girls in the team have had experience of regional 
competition at the Under 12 age group, but this is a new 
venture for the boys, who are looking forward to their first 
triangular tournament on 9th November at Derby College, 
Johnson Building.
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UNDER 14 GIRLS 

OPENING DAY WIN FOR THE PREMIER U14 GIRLS

With the summer a distant memory and with preparations 
complete the Blazer U14 girls made the trip north for an 
opening day match up against Manchester Mystics II. With 
many new faces and limited National League experience the 
Blazer girls knew that a game against one of the country’s 
leading clubs for female basketball development would be an 
extremely competitive encounter.

The game plan for the Blazers was to jump on their opponents 
early, pressuring full court to force the Mystics into turnovers 
and easy scores. As the game tipped off the game plan was 
executed to devastating effect as after 6 minutes of play 
the Blazers led 1-15 with Nanae, Bella, Hannah and Beth 
combining to lead the scoring charge. With the home team 
reeling a timeout was called to regroup which enabled them 
to go on a 9-2 surge to end the quarter but still, they found 
themselves on a 10-17 deficit.

The second quarter started with both teams exchanging made 
shots and misses before back to back scores from Grace and 
an outside jump shot from Tiarna extended the Blazer lead to 
double digits 12-25. In a similar fashion to the first quarter a 
Mystics timeout provided a catalyst that propelled the home 
team to an 8-0 run to reduce their lead as the half time break 
was nearing. With the clock winding down and the ball in the 
capable hands of Nanae she broke the Mystics defence to 
score the final basket of the half and ensure the Blazers would 
take a 21-27 lead into the break.

Despite calls for continued aggression and focus the Blazer 
girls started the third quarter allowing the Mystics to set the 
tone of the game, in particular this came on the offensive end 
as they seemingly were allowed to pick up offensive rebounds 
time and time again and punish the Blazers on the scoreboard. 
So much so that despite scoring contributions from Grace, 
Hannah & Nanae the Mystics would tie the game and set up a 
fourth quarter showdown.

With the scores tied at 35 and the game as evenly poised 
as it ever gets the Blazer girls had to come out with the 
determination to halt the Mystics comeback and put the game 
out of their reach. Starting with great defence the Blazer girls 
got back to moving the ball and finding open players to score 
at ease as Hannah, Nanae and a revitalised Barbara (Erin) 
combined to score 12 unanswered points. The shell shocked 
Mystics could only momentarily reply for 2 points before the 
next Blazer onslaught arrived as they finished off the game 
in style on the back of a 11-2 burst capped off by co-captain 
Hannah who scored the last basket of the game and with it an 
opening day 39-58 win for the Blazers.

UNDER 16 BOYS CONFERENCE

Date Time Home vs Away

20-Oct 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Rutland Thunder

2-Nov 18:30 Northants Thunder vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

10-Nov 1.00pm Derbyshire Spartans vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

16-Nov 14:00 Leicester Warriors vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

1-Dec 3.00pm Leicester Riders ll vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

4-Jan 12:15 Mansfield Giants vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

11-Jan 15:30 Ilkeston Outlaws vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

12-Jan 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Leicester Warriors

19-Jan 2.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Mansfield Giants

25-Jan 3.00pm Rutland Thunder vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

26-Jan 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Leicester Dynamite

9-Feb 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Northants Thunder

29-Feb 10:00 Leicester Warriors ll vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

1-Mar 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Leicester Warriors ll

8-Mar 12.15pm Derbyshire Trailblazers ll vs Leicester Riders ll

14-Mar 1.00pm Nottingham McDonald's Junior Hoods vs Derbyshire Trailblazers ll

29-Feb 4.00pm Chesire Wire vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Manchester Magic

14-Mar 1.00pm Trafford Magic vs Derby Trailblazers

UNDER 16 BOYS CONFERENCE FIXTURES 2019/20

“Winning games will come automatically as hard work always pays off. 
Or the harder we work the luckier we get.”

New blend is working well 

The U16 local league team is a great blend of experience with 
some very new players. The intention is to use the local league 
competition to gradually develop players for bigger national 
league challenges.

The team has worked extremely hard over the last months and 
is taking on their first game soon which will show us where we 
are in our journey and will help to calibrate ourselves against 
the competition. The experience will also help to develop our 
new Coach Ian Standley who will be supported during the 
games by Coach Hugh Williamson who is greatly supporting 
both teams during games and training sessions

Head Coach: Akin Keskin
Assistant Coaches: Hugh Williamson and Ian Standley

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated informationAll games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

Date Time

19-Oct 12.15pm Home vs Lancashire Spinners

9-Nov 12.15pm Home vs Nottingham Wildcats

16-Nov 12:00 Away vs Newcastle Eagles

30-Nov 12:00 Away vs Sheffield Hatters

7-Dec 14:00 Away vs Stockport Lapwings

14-Dec 16:00 Away vs Mersey Mavericks

11-Jan 12.15pm Home vs Manchester Mystics

18-Jan 2.15pm Home vs Manchester Mystics II

25-Jan 12:00 Away vs Lancashire Spinners

2-Feb 1.00pm Away vs Nottingham Wildcats

8-Feb 12.15pm Home vs Mersey Mavericks

22-Feb 2.15pm Home vs Newcastle Eagles

29-Feb 12.15pm Home vs Sheffield Hatters

7-Mar 12.15pm Home vs Stockport Lapwings

UNDER 14 GIRLS FIXTURES 2019/20



Read stories, fixtures, results, contact information and more at WWW.DERBYTRAILBLAZERS.COM TWITTER: @DERBYBLAZERS     FACEBOOK: DERBYTRAILBLAZERSCLUB     INSTAGRAM: TRAILBLAZERSBBALL

UNDER 16 BOYS PREMIER

DESPITE A MIXED START THE GIRLS SHOW MASSIVE 
AMOUNTS OF POTENTIAL!
05/10/10 v Sheffield Hatters L – 51-60
Despite leading for most of the game, the girls were not 
able to see out the closing minutes against an experienced 
Sheffield side still containing many of their key players from 
last season. 
 
12/10/10 v Ipswich W 56-50
We again struggled to see out the game despite a 13 point 
lead going in to the 4th quarter. This is a game we should have 
won by 25, not by 6. But in the 3rd quarter the team showed 
what they were capable of, playing with a more aggressive 
up tempo style. It was there best quarter of the season so far. 
Produce that sort of a display for an entire game and we will 
push anyone this year.
 
A decent start to the season, but we have to be disappointed 
that we aren’t 2-0 with some tough away trips coming up, 
but learning and improving with every game is vital. Many 
members of this team are new to the club and the playing 
style we want to promote, we did not expect to hit the ground 
running. But this is a group which are willing to work hard and 
we will go back to basics to get to where we need to be as a 
team. Running the floor, rebounding, being aggressive, finding 

that extra pass and believing in each other are the keys to 
success this year.

Date Time Home vs Away

20-Oct Manchester Mystics vs Derby Trailblazers

26-Oct 1.00pm Oaklands Wolves vs Derby Trailblazers

3-Nov TBC Luton Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

9-Nov 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Manchester Mystics

23-Nov TBC Sheffield Hatters vs Derby Trailblazers

30-Nov 1.00pm Ipswich Basketball vs Derby Trailblazers

14-Dec 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Oaklands Wolves

11-Jan 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Luton Basketball Club

18-Jan 3.30pm Manchester Mystics vs Derby Trailblazers

25-Jan 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Sheffield Hatters

8-Feb 1.00pm Ipswich Basketball vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Feb 1.00pm Luton Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 3.30pm Manchester Mystics vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Oaklands Wolves

Date Time Home vs Away

19-Oct 13:00 City of Edinburgh vs Derby Trailblazers

26-Oct 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs COB Rockets Basketball Club

2-Nov 2.10pm Cheshire Phoenix Juniors vs Derby Trailblazers

9-Nov 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs York Eagles

10-Nov 1.00pm Manchester Magic vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Nov 2.30pm Liverpool vs Derby Trailblazers

23-Nov 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Chesire Wire

7-Dec 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Trafford Magic

14-Dec 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs City of Leeds Academy

4-Jan 2.00pm Newcastle Eagles vs Derby Trailblazers

18-Jan 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs City of Edinburgh

19-Jan 12.00pm Manchester Giants vs Derby Trailblazers

25-Jan 12.20pm COB Rockets Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Feb 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Cheshire Phoenix Juniors

16-Feb TBC York Eagles vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Liverpool

29-Feb 4.00pm Chesire Wire vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Manchester Magic

14-Mar 1.00pm Trafford Magic vs Derby Trailblazers

UNDER 16 GIRLS FIXTURES 2019/20

UNDER 16 BOYS PREMIER FIXTURES 2019/20

UNDER 16 BOYS PREMIER

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

UNDER 16 GIRLS 

Head Coach: Kyle Henderson
Admin: Emma Cooper

We’ve had a really good productive pre-season, I’ve been 
really pleased with the enthusiasm from this group of players, 
they all clearly want to improve and play better basketball.  I 
think it will be a competitive league this season, playing at 
this level will help us develop, especially for our young boys 
who are looking forward to their first season in U16’s.

I’m extremely pleased that we’ve been lucky enough so get 
some coaching support from Tim Lascelles & Paul Morris, 
these guys are really experienced coaches and they’ve played 
the game at high level, so my boys will really benefit from 
their input and experience.... thanks guys.

Please come down to our games and support these lads.
Can’t wait to get started....Kyle Henderson
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UNDER 18 MEN’S CONFERENCE

In their debut season in the U18 National League a talented 
squad of U18s brought together from the U16s, Academy and 
Womens programmes are looking to establish themselves in 
the league and challenge for the top position. Head Coach 
Amanda Davis will be working with the squad to develop 
their individual skill set and basketball IQ to bridge the gap 
between junior and senior basketball.

With quick, athletic players the squad’s style compliments the 
women’s programme in running fast transition play, effective 
ball movement and tough defence. The squad’s ability to cut 
through defences to basket and move the ball for an open shot 
means they will be a big presence offensively. 

Coach Amanda stated  “With the Women’s programme 
continuing to grow I’m very excited to be working with this 
group. There is an abundance of talent and, as well as being 
competitive in the League, this season is about developing 
players and allowing them to fulfil their potential at senior 
level.”

One to watch
With her 3pt shooting ability and situational awareness 
Megan Lovatt will be an exciting player on court this season. 
Over the past few seasons Megan has also developed into a 
great leader, which will be pivotal in this first season at u18s.
The squad would be delighted to see your support at a game, 
please come down to watch these up and coming stars!

So far we have had an awesome start to the season. We are 
sat at joint top of the table with Mansfield Giants with a 2-0 
record, both winning our first 2 games convincingly. 

That aside, in terms of team chemistry and togetherness, we 
have started the season as we mean to go on, with energy 
both on the practice floor and in games, with bench noise 
being paramount to our success so far. I have had standout 
performances from a number of players, one who I mentioned 
in the last bulletin, Carl Alexander, but two others especially 
this time round. One of them being newcomer Dominic 
Prospere. Not only can the kid flat out play, but his constant 
hustle and great positive attitude is something that the 
younger age groups can look and learn from.

Another player, who’s attitude and hustle stand out is Saabir 
Adan. Great kid and has worked hard throughout every 
practice and game we’ve played so far. Had a standout game 
last weekend in our loss in the cup to Cheshire Phoenix (but 
other factors affected that loss)

Looking forward to what’s ahead for this group of players, but I 
feel we’re going to have a positive season ahead.

“Awesome start to the season!” “With the Women’s programme continuing to grow I’m very excited to be working with this 
group. There is an abundance of talent and, as well as being competitive in the League, this 
season is about developing players and allowing them to fulfil their potential at senior level”

Amanda Davies

UNDER 18 WOMEN 

Date Time Home vs Away

19-Oct 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Northants Lightning

9-Nov 4.00pm Northamptonshire Titans vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Nov 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Team Birmingham Elite

17-Nov 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Nottingham Wildcats

7-Dec 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs City of Leeds Basketball Club

14-Dec 4.00pm County Upper Wolves vs Derby Trailblazers

12-Jan 12:30 Leicester Warriors vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Feb 15:00 Northants Lightning vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Northamptonshire Titans

1-Mar 12.00pm Team Birmingham Elite vs Derby Trailblazers

8-Mar TBC City of Leeds Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Feb 1.00pm Luton Basketball Club vs Derby Trailblazers

22-Feb 3.30pm Manchester Mystics vs Derby Trailblazers

7-Mar 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Oaklands Wolves

Date Time Home vs Away

19-Oct 2:15 Mansfield Giants vs Derby Trailblazers

3-Nov 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Doncaster New College Eagles

10-Nov 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs York Eagles

17-Nov TBC City of Leeds (Gold) vs Derby Trailblazers

1-Dec 12.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Ilkeston Outlaws

8-Dec 11.00am Bradford Dragons vs Derby Trailblazers

15-Dec 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs JLC Scunthorpe Wolves

18-Jan 4.00pm Chesterfield Flight vs Derby Trailblazers

19-Jan TBC Derby Trailblazers vs East Durham Lions

25-Jan 4.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Mansfield Giants

8-Feb 12.30pm Doncaster New College Eagles vs Derby Trailblazers

9-Feb TBC York Eagles vs Derby Trailblazers

16-Feb 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs Bradford Dragons

1-Mar 2.15pm Derby Trailblazers vs City of Leeds (Gold)

8-Mar 4.00pm East Durham Lions vs Derby Trailblazers

14-Mar 13:30 Ilkeston Outlaws vs Derby Trailblazers

UNDER 18 WOMEN FIXTURES 2019/20

UNDER 18 MEN FIXTURES 2019/20

All games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated informationAll games are subject to change, please check BE website for updated information

Coach: Lee Fitchett



Read stories, fixtures, results, contact information and more at WWW.DERBYTRAILBLAZERS.COM

We would be delighted to welcome supporters to join the players for a drink. They will be having their 
post match food at The House Of Darwin, 221 Chellaston Road, Derby DE24 9EE.

The owners of Darwin have recently spent a lot of money refurbishing this venue and we are grateful 
for their offer to provide hospitality to the players on this occasion and we hope the arrangement will 
be beneficial to both parties. 

There is a dress code of smart, but casual, so please, no shorts if you’re thinking of coming along!

www.houseofdarwin.co.uk

AFTER TODAY’S GAME...

Proudly sponsored by

We are proud to serve the communities of Derby and the surrounding areas - providing 
expert advice and support across the whole of the property market.

We have been nominated two years running as one of the top ten East Midlands letting and 
estate agents.

Conveniently located on St James Street and in the heart the Cathedral Quarter, our 
dedicated team are able to advise on all areas of sales, lettings and property management 
to ensure you receive a truly tailor-made service to suit your individual needs.

For more information call: 01332 650068,
email: derby@martinco.com
or visit our website www.martinco.com

With Martin & Co you are in safe hands



Read stories, fixtures, results, contact information and more at WWW.DERBYTRAILBLAZERS.COM TWITTER: @DERBYBLAZERS     FACEBOOK: DERBYTRAILBLAZERSCLUB     INSTAGRAM: TRAILBLAZERSBBALL

TRAINING TRAINING

DERBY TRAILBLAZERS – FEMALE PROGRAMME 2019/20DERBY TRAILBLAZERS – MALE PROGRAMME 2019/20

Main Venue: Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, Noel Baker Academy, Alvaston, Derby, DE240BR
Under 16 Thursday session *At Derby College Johnson Building, DE248PU

Main Venue: Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, Noel Baker Academy, Alvaston, Derby, DE240BR
*Under 18 Thursday: Derby College Johnson Building
**National League: Chellaston School

U12 and U14 Rising Stars
Over the past few years our Minis and Under 14 training sessions have grown so popular that they were bursting at the seams.  
So, this season, we are offering dedicated training sessions for the older, more experienced U12s as well as U14s who have 
recently started playing basketball and want to improve their skills. These sessions are on Wednesdays, 7.00 - 8.30 at Chellaston 
Academy and Fridays 6.00 - 7.30 at the Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, Noel-Baker Academy.  Players will have opportunities to 
test their skills in Local and National League competitions

Age/level School year Training day(s) Time Coach Contact Details

Under 11 Year 6 & under Saturdays 0930-1130 CJ Marriott 07774821973
marwig@btinternet.com

Under 12 Year 7 & under Friday 1800-1930 CJ Marriott 07774821973
marwig@btinternet.com

Under 14 Year 9 & under Tuesdays
Fridays

1800-2000
1800-1930 Jake Brown 07884552152

Under 16 Year 11 & under Wednesday
Friday

1800-2000
1930-2100 Akin Keskin 07578282448

Under 16 Elite Year 11 & under Wednesday
Thursday *

2000-2145
1900-2100 Kyle Henderson 07875308698

Under 18 Year 13 & under Tuesday 1800-2000 Lee Fitchett 07974629478

Academy College/ 6th 
Form Everyday Various Matt Shaw 07815820980

theshawsm@hotmail.com

Recreational Adult Monday 2000-2145 James Wilson 07421825022

Local League Adult Monday 2000-2145 Martin Shaw 07973205945

National League
Division 1 & 3 Adult By invitation,

please contact. Various Matt Shaw 07815820980
theshawsm@hotmail.com

Age/level School year Training day(s) Time Coach Contact Details

Under 11 Year 6 & under Saturdays 0930-1130 CJ Marriott 07774821973
marwig@btinternet.com

Under 12 Year 7 & under Monday
Thursday

1800-2000
1800-2000

Taneshia Chambers-
Harrison 07879087154

Under 14 Year 9 & under Monday
Thursday

1800-2000
1800-2000 Charlie Ford charlie_trailblazers@

hotmail.co.uk

Under 16 Year 11 & under Monday
Thursday

1800-2000
1800-2000 John Marvill 07971566897

Under 18 Year 13 & under Monday
Thursday*

1800-2000
2000-2200 Amanda Davis 07398198786

Academy College/ 6th 
Form Everyday Various Matt Shaw 07815820980

National League Adult Wednesday** 1900-2100 Karen Burton Karen@abbeybasketball.com



Proud to sponsor 

Derby Trailblazers Girls Basketball
T: 01332 705016   orcharddaynurseries.co.uk

5-12
Year olds

HAVE YOUR SAY
Do you want to have a say in how your club is run? 

It’s your chance to influence the way in which the Trailblazers club is run. You could even stand for one of the posts on the 
committee. 

For now, please have a think about how you could get involved or what you like to see happen to improve the club as we look 
forward to the 2019/20 season and beyond. You could also chat to any of our existing committee members, whose details are 
provided elsewhere within this Bulletin.  

irement planning; 
Mortgages; Life Assurance - Family Protection; Inheritance tax planning; Business protection 
and Group pension schemes.

We are a friendly and approachable company with over 40 years’ experience exceeding our 
customers’ expectations and requirements.

Contact our team on 
01332 372387 or email
life@sherwininsurance.co.uk

For more information visit our Website www.sherwinfinancialservices.co.uk
Sherwin Financial Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

For long-term peace of mind let Sherwins 
help with your financial planning
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Chairman:
Vice Chairman:
Acting Secretary: 
Treasurer:
Coaching Co-ordinator:
Community Coaching:

David Woodyatt
David McKnight

Maria Brown
Debra Woodyatt

Matt Shaw
Matt Shaw

OUR COACHING STAFF
D1 Men:
D2 Women:
D3 Men:
Academy:
U18 Men Regional:
U16 Boys Premier:
U16 Boys Regional:
U16 Girls Premier:
U14 Boys Regional:
U14 Girls Regional:
U12 Mixed:
Minis:
Ladies Local League:
Sherwood League Men:

Matt Shaw, Paul Bowen, Jake Brown
TBS

Matt Shaw
Matt Shaw, Paul Bowen

Lee Fitchett
Kyle Henderson

Akin Keskin
John Marvill
Jake Brown
Charlie Ford
Charlie Ford 
CJ Marriott
Paul Bowen

Martin Shaw, Kyle Henderson

Fixtures Co-ordinator:
Sponsorship & Fundraising:
Publicity:
Medical Co-ordinator:
Safeguarding & Compliance:
Committee Secretary:

CJ Marriott
Alex McGaffin

Nigel Cash
Jill Kent

CJ Marriott
Martin Shaw

Bulletin Editor:
Statistics:
Programme Editor:
Graphic Designer:
Photographer:
Videographer:
Announcer:
Music:
Ticket Desk:
Merchandising: 
Court Crew:
Tuck Shop:
Raffle: 
Chaplain: 

Des Buchanan
Jake Brown
Nigel Cash

Mark Johnson
Vacancy
Vacancy

Nigel Cash / Martin Shaw
Steve Williams

Vacancy
Debra Woodyatt

Chris Acton
Stuart Kent, Steve Woodroffe, Hayley Dix

Jake Brown
Robin Miller 

OUR MATCH NIGHT TEAM

HALF TERM
BASKETBALL CAMPS
COACHING BY DIV1 PLAYERS AND
ACADEMY STUDENTS

TO BOOK A PLACE OR FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH MATT SHAW

e: theshawsm@hotmail.com  t: 07815 820980*

*Please use the phone number for contact on camp days only.

WEEK COMMENCING
28TH OCTOBER 2019

9:30AM TO 1:30PM

£10 PER DAY AND A FREE T-SHIRT 
IF YOU PRE-BOOK BOTH DAYS

Open to ages 7-16yrs, boys and girls, all 
abilities.

Clarence Wiggins Sports Centre, 
Noel-Baker School, Bracknell Drive, 
Alvaston, Derby DE24 0BR

Participants will need to bring water 
or non-fizzy drinks, a packed lunch and 
suitable indoor training shoes. A tuck shop 
will be available.



From intricate precision bespoke laser cutting to large format commissions; FC Laser, the 
fastest growing precision laser company in the Midlands has an unrivalled experienced 
team to deliver your project from initial design and development right through to delivery.

Shift your expectations up a gear on what you expect from a precision laser cutting 
company - contact FC Laser at: sales@fclaser.co.uk

• State-of-the-art manufacturing with three of the very latest Bystronic 10 kilowatt Bystar  
 Fiber Lasers.

•  Dedicated account managers who understand our customers’ unique requirements.

•  We can provide you with a quotation typically within two hours of receiving your 
 email request.

•  ISO 9001 Quality Management System accreditation 
   and EN1090 Execution Class 2 standard.

t: 0115 944 3428  e: sales@fclaser.co.uk  w: www.fclaser.co.uk   

FC Laser, Unit 8, Lows Lane, Stanton by Dale, Ilkeston, Derbyshire. DE7 4QU 

Large or small precision laser cutting 
from the team you can trust


